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Political Cynicism between Significance and Symbolism

During the Era of the Circassian Mamluks in Egypt

(1517-1383/ 923-784 AH)

Abstract:

Cynicism is one of the main pillars that are closely related to the
society, because it carries many meanings that express the intellectual, social
and cultural patterns prevailing in that society, and it also expresses its
personality and identity.

It is considered as a means for the people to express themselves in a
society during unstable political situations, which in turn led to feelings of
injustice or deprivation, and may reflect the economic situation of the people
and the problems that they face, and at other times reflect the accurate
description of the social situation and then, sometimes, people resort to the

method as a kind of opposition to express their opinions and pain in an
attempt to reach out to the ruler.
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That means, indirect as it is, still affects the political and civilized life
in that society negatively or positively as it might be. As well as achieving a
kind of relative balance for the people, which is almost close to a boiling
point and it expresses the identity of this society in a way or another.

Cynicism is one of the ways of expressing opinion, in which a person
uses words which are opposite to the real meaning of what he/she really
meant, and cynicism may appear in the form of cynical laughter or insulting
way of contempt or sarcastic words that are intended primarily for criticism
and then laughter.

Not only did it include the oppositional utterances and expressions of
opposition, but also the jokes that people took to express their opinion,
feeling and resistance through their beliefs, cultures and then their identity,
which continued as a cultural heritage of that people.

Cynicism also includes the literary side in all its aspects such as
painting, poetry, and others, as we find many poets whose poetry included
sarcastic and critical expressions that expressed their suffering, pain,
challenges and the political, economic and social situation of their country.

Their poetry included a description of the political conflicts, economic
crises and social corruption that pervaded their society during a certain phase
of their lives, indicating their resistance and their challenges to those events,
which was considered as a kind of resistance to the Egyptians and that had
been evident in the Egyptian character, especially during the era of the
Mamluki Circassians (784-923 / 1383-1517).

The research is divided into several main axes: the linguistic and
standard definition of cynicism, and secondly the definition of the Egyptian
identity, as well as the era of the Mamluks of the Circassian. Then, the
research discussed the patterns of Egyptian identity through cynicism as a
kind of Egyptian resistance to the abnormal situations that passed during the
political and economic events in the Mamluki era, the nature of the research
required that it would be dealt with through the historical approach, based on
narration, construction, criticism and analysis.
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