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China-Iraq relations within the context
of the Belt and Road Initiative
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Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative is a Chinese project within the
framework of a strategy launched by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013
with the aim of developing trade routes and economic corridors that connect
more than 65 countries with a total population of 4.4 billion people, about
63% of the world’s population, and the size of their economies to about 21
trillion US dollars, representing 29% of the global economy. China seeks to
deal with it commercially through the Silk Road and its global networks to
achieve common economic and commercial interests and integrate its
economy into the global economy. More than $64 billion in package deals
were signed, of which total trade amounted to $3.67 trillion. The initiative
received a wide response and participation from about seventy countries
bordering this line, within the Middle East countries. This initiative is an
ambitious strategy of global significance, and it is an opportunity for Iraq to
lead to the development and diversification of the Iraqi economy without
just relying on oil. Therefore, in this research, we will discuss what the
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative is, and what are the opportunities and
challenges that it will bring to Sino-Iraqi relations.
Key Words: China Iraq Chinese Belt and Road Initiative
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? China’s Foreign Ministry, Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's
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6 China’s Foreign Ministry, Statement by Ambassador Wang Guang Ya, Special Envoy of
the Government of the People's Republic of China and Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, at the International Conference on Iraq, November 23,2004,
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/chn/pds/wjb/zygy/t171787.htm.

7 China’s Foreign Ministry, Statement by Ambassador Wang Guang Ya after the Security
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t175608.htm.

? China’s Foreign Ministry, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Qin Gang answered reporters'
questions at a regular press conference, June 21,2007, http:/www. fmprc.gov.cn/
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' China’s Foreign Ministry, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Liu Jian Chao answered
reporters' questions at a regular press conference, December 23,2004,
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countries 2008, April 23,2009, http:/www.mofcom.gov.cn/  aarticle/i/jyjl/k/
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"2 China’s Foreign Ministry, The Great Wall of China stands in Saudi Arabia The
embassy in Saudi Arabia visited the exhibition hall of the Saudi dealer of Chinese-made
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'3 “Iraq and Chinese companies reach an oil advance payment agreement with a total value
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cn/internation/2021 01 03 576653.shtml.
1 «“China reaches out to Iraq: 100,000 barrels of oil per day for reconstruction”, October
13,2019, https://news.sina.com.cn/c/2019-10-13/doc-iicezzrr2003659.shtm.
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New Prospective Member. December 28, 2021,
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