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Abstract:

This paper examines theories of irony, which has not been thoroughly
studied in Arabic literature and rhetoric studies because it is relatively new as
a figure of speech in Arabic rhetoric. This is why Arabic studies of irony are
mostly practical ones with lack of theoretical foundations. First, this paper
starts with tracking irony in Arabic literary studies. Second, it moves to track
irony in English irony theories, which includes the thesis of Grice, mention
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theory by Wilson and Sperber, the pretense theory by Clark and Gerrig,
reminder theory by Kreuz and Glucksberg, indirect negation by Giora, and
relevant inappropriateness by Attardo. The paper examines these theories
and points out the significant features in each of them, and then the paper
discusses unsolved theoretical problems of irony and offers some solutions.
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[In] irony... we understand something which is the opposite of what is actually said.
sl asaly ol '

A and B are walking down the street, and they both see a car with a shattered window. B
says, look, that car has all its window intact. A is baffled. B says, you didn’t catch on; I
was in an ironical way drawing your attention to the broken window.

o) sy 2t

I cannot say something ironically unless what I say is intended to reflect a hostile or
derogatory judgment or a feeling such as indignation or contempt.

siko )zl ol ¢

A listener’s understanding of an ironic utterance depends crucially on the common ground
he or she believes is shared by the ironist and the audience.

Akeo ¥ wiily 2t ©

... inferred, it is never said, i.e. found in the text itself.

skt azaly ol A

Irony is essentially an inappropriate utterance which is nonetheless relevant to the context.
Bld! Db il e ble 93yUT 0,83 Sl Jadl @ gl Bl O™V

siko )zl =al A

The reconstruction of the ironist's intended meaning is supposed to be based on a set of
shared presuppositions: H knows that S cannot mean M, and S knows that H knows that,
and therefore S can count on the fact that H will not stop at S's literal meaning M, but
rather look for a more suitable meaning among the infinite set of other meanings which
may have been implicated by S.

ko) adly e}

It is mandatory that some clue to irony be provided by the ironist.

sideo N axaly =Ll A

Example: “you’ve bungled it” said to a student that has earned a very good mark, contrary to

his earlier claim that he would fail.
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