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Abstract:

This study investigates Rachel Cooper's perspective of the

methodological nature of thought experiment. Philosophers of science have
adopted a number of different perspectives when it comes to the answer of
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epistemological and methodological questions related to the thought
experiment such as conceptual constructive, argumentative, Platonic and
experimental perspectives, to name but a few. In addition to analyzing and
criticizing such perspectives, the present study has figured and formulated
the dilemma of each account. Through a comparative critical analysis, this
study proves that these narrow deflationary accounts are not enough to
achieve a broad all-encompassing unified perspective of thought
experiments. The study emphasizes that Cooper's broad, model-based and
“what-if” questions, conception is capable of describing the ways in which
thought experiment works in science and philosophy as well.

Keywords: Thought experiment, Real experiment, Cooper, Kuhn, Norton,

Brown, Model, Argumentation, Platonism.
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