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She was young, with a fair, calm face, whose lines bespoke

repression and even a certain strength. But now there was a dull stare
in her eyes, whose gaze was fixed away off yonder on one of those
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patches of blue sky. It was not a glance of reflection, but rather

indicated a suspension of intelligent thought.(° K
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She did not stop to ask if it were or were not a monstrous joy that
held her. A clear and exalted perception enabled her to dismiss the
suggestion as trivial. She knew that she would weep again when she
saw the kind, tender hands folded in death; the face that had never
looked save with love upon her, fixed and gray and dead. But she
saw beyond that bitter moment a long procession of years to come

that would belong to her absolutely. And she opened and spread her

. CA))
arms out to them in welcome.
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Someone was opening the front door with a latchkey. It was Brently
Mallard who entered, a little travel-stained, composedly carrying his
grip-sack and umbrella. He had been far from the scene of the
accident, and did not even know there had been one. He stood
amazed at Josephine's piercing cry; at Richards' quick motion to

screen him from the view of his wife.
When the doctors came they said she had died of heart disease--of

the joy that kills.
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Free! Body and soul free!" she kept whispering.(“)
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