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Abstract:

Some Jewish scholars believe that Japan supported the Zionist movement
after the First World War, although the Japanese paid no attention to the
beginning of the return of the Jews to Palestine due to the geographical
dimension. It is clear that some Japanese Christians expressed their ideas
about the Zionist movement and showed their desire to visit Jerusalem.

The research discusses the visit of the first Japanese to Palastine, Peter
Kibe known as Petro Kasui Kibe, who was born in 1587< After long time
Japanese journalist Fukuichi Gen-ichiro (1841-1906) visited Palestine early
In 1873, his presence coincided with the beginnings of the migration of Jews
and occuping some territories, and three years after the founding of the first

Jewish agricultural school Mikveh Israel, and five years before founding of
the Jewish colony Petah Tikvah.
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After three decades and in 1906, the Japanese writer Tokutomi Kenjiro
(1868 - 1927) visited Egypt and Palestine on his way to meet the Russian
writer Tolstoy, and published the memories of his journey which was
translated into Arabic few years ago. Tokutomi Kenjiro visited Palestine
during the second wave of Jewish immigration , He cared only about the
Orthodox Jewish groups. This was the first book to be written about
Palestine by a Japanese writer. Tokutomi returned to Palestine again
accompanied by his wife in 1919.
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