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Abstract

The Algerian popular mobilisation, known as Hirak, has started its third
year in a row. Popular dissatisfaction is due to several political and
economic accumulations that express a multidimensional crisis that the
Algerian political system has been lately going through. So far, the
regime does not seem capable of renewing itself, and its traditional
strategies have failed to absorb popular anger. The protests continued in
parallel with the elections and various measures taken by the regime
(anti-corruption campaign, constitutional and ministerial amendments,
parliament dissolution) ; they stopped only a few months due to sanitary
restrictions to face the Covid-19 pandemic.

The paper first tackles briefly the roots and characteristics of the Algerian
protest movement in light of the social movements ’literature and the
experiences of the Arab Spring, then it focuses on the Algerian regime's
strategy in confronting the Hirak, namely the changes within the ruling
elite, the imposition of the constitutional path during the transitional
phase, the most important constitutional amendments (based on an in-
depth study of the 2020 constitution and its new articles) and the extent to
which they managed to meet the movement’s demands. The paper
concludes with the dual crisis that faces both the political system and the
Hirak, and highlights potential scenarios for the current crisis.

Keywords: Popular mobilisation, elite circulation, elite reshuffling,
anti-corruption campaign, constitutional path, constitutional
amendments.
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