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Educational Policies in Iran and Israel: between

Pluralism and Attempts to build Identity
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Abstract:

Iran and Israel succeeded in using education as a tool to cross the
future and to overcome any internal differences and divisions. Despite
the multiple sects (language & religions) of Iranian society, education
Is re-invested and redefined them in a common identity. In another
words Education was the main entry point for creating a new reality
that imposes a national identity. Various institutions contributed in
forming this collective identity in the two countries, but what
distinguishes them is prominent role of the military institution (Israeli
army and Iranian Revolutionary Guards) as a protector of this
collective identity. Decision makers have been able to formulate
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educational policies that reflect nature of the social, political and
economic context for both of them. They use education in building
competitive human cadres who can be able to lead the two countries
for better future, therefore every student (in every stages) learn
scientific and literary curricula added to learning foreign languages.
The real purpose is to build a critical mentality capable of refuting the
good from the bad to lead the prospect. Education played a role in
accommodating communities and pluralism by allowing minorities to
learn their own language and heritage, as in Iran, or having their own
schools, as in Israel, but with the intervention of the authorities in
formulating the curricula especially case of 48 Arab schools. To
achieve this, compulsory and free education was adopted since the
kindergarten stage to avoid students’ failure in education. Also they
allocate high percentage of gross national product to spend on
education, this percentage is not less than 3.5% in Iran and more than
5.6% in Israel. Despite Iran is affected by economic sanctions and by
interfering in regional wars that have severe impact on this financial
allocation. However Iran is careful to be not less than OECD
minimum percentage (3.5%). Regarding Israel this percentage varies
slightly due to nature of the government coalitions and priority of their
political parties. To guarantee quality of education both of them have
complicated selection process for higher education stage by adopting a
series of tests & exams. Also they pay more attention for technical &
vocational education to satisfy needs of labor market by mandatory
productive training in factories for the students. In spite of what has
been achieved, politicians in the two countries use education as a tool
for legitimacy and to achieve their own beliefs. In Iran, political
considerations interfere in selection of teaching staff and admins,
loyalty is more important than efficiency in addition to instability due
to regional wars in which Iran indulges (such as the first Gulf War
which resulted to closure of the universities). Concerning Israel,
authorities apply psychometric tests to deprive a wide section of 48
Arabs of their enrollment in higher education, and the deterioration in
educational level in Arab schools comparing to the Jewish ones. As
well as using falsify facts within the curricula to build the so-called
"Jewish right and Jewish history." On the other hand, Israel is still
looking forward to gain high rates of international tests in the field of
education to improve the educational system. In the last lessons can be
learned from the two comparative experiments to improve education
in Egypt and the Arab world.
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