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The role of African Regional Parliaments in Regional

Integration

Abstract:

In the context of the growing role of national or regional parliaments
in the international political reality, measured by their number, influence or
political presence. Researchers have increased the interest in national and
regional parliaments and their value and role in democracy and
development its endeavors could be added to regional integration,
particularly in Africa.

Accordingly, the research problem is represented by a fundamental
question consisting of: How far are African Regional Parliaments present
and effective in achieving African regional integration, by bringing closer
perspectives and giving impetus to African agreements and their entry into
force? What are the trends in strengthening their role in the light of the
contemporary experiences and experiences of regional parliaments?

The study is based on the main premise that African Regional
Parliaments and parliaments are not adequately integrated into the process
of regional integration and development, Especially in view of “the
executive confirms its national dominance by setting and approving the

regional integration agenda and implementing it with the participation of a
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small number of other stakeholders, including parliaments and regional
parliamentary groupings”.

The study addressed three main points: an overview of African
Regional Parliaments, the missing link: Overview of African Regional
Parliaments, missing link: Exclusion of regional parliamentary groupings
from regional integration, and finally Lessons learned from contemporary
experiences in regional integration.

The study concluded that: As regional parliaments are not currently
able to lead the path of regional integration, they can support as catalysts
and accelerators, if they are determined to meet the challenge and play
these role, and benefit from the integration process in contemporary
experiences.

Key words: Regional Parliaments, Regional Parliamentary Groupings,

Regional Integration, Contemporary Experiences
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