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Abstract

Religious tourism in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia means Hajj
and Umrah, as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia occupies a unique
position in the global religious tourism map, and it is an absolute
advantage that distinguishes it from other countries of the world
due to the presence of Mecca and Medina, which represents a
lofty position in the hearts of all Muslims in the world. The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has known religious tourism for a long
time, as pilgrims and Umrah performers come from all over the
world to the Holy Land in Makkah and Madinah, in addition to
the recent emergence of other types of tourism in the Kingdom,
such as natural tourism, marine and recreational tourism.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is one of the few countries that
was able to reach, in a short period, the high levels of
development, urbanization and modern infrastructure, after what
was seen in the past as an isolated desert that relied mainly on
agriculture and hunting in its economies. With the increase in the
number of pilgrims and Umrah performers year after year, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is making great efforts to confront
these increasing numbers and work to provide comfort for them
to enable them to perform their rituals completely.

The best example of this is the Day of Arafah, where the largest
gathering of pilgrims, which is a challenge to the largest
economies in the world, where the increasing demand for needs
and services of all kinds, and at all levels and security,
administrative and health levels, and the accompanying problems
of distributing goods and services and determining satisfactory

prices for all parties.

Keywords: Religious tourism; economical development;

Economics
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