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Abstract in English:

This paper targets Arabic-speaking Egyptian Japanese
language learners who have rarely been covered by previous studies.
This paper has discussed the acquisition process of the Japanese
articles “Ni” and “De” by Arabic-speaking Egyptian Japanese
language learners.

Previous studies have featured Chinese learners of Japanese,
Korean learners of Japanese, and native English learners of Japanese
in numerous studies, but native Arabic learners of Japanese are not
covered.

In this paper, the author has covered a wide range of functions
of both articles “Ni” and “De” and didn’t limit the functions to the
"Place Case" or "Existence" cases only. The study has analyzed a
number of 120 compositions written by Egyptian students of Japanese
language learners at Cairo University, and Misr University for
Science and Technology.

The collected compositions were written by the students for 6
months. In addition, the learners themselves were interviewed and
were asked about the selection criteria they used when they selected
these articles. This study revealed that both positive and negative
transfers from the mother tongue influence the learners’ acquisition of
both articles.

The usages with a positive transfer of the article “Ni” could be
seen at the functions of "results of change", "change of state", and
"movement towards destination", all of which are translated into
Arabic as "li" and "?#{a:". Other usages that have a positive transfer
from Arabic include "the subject of the giver" and "passive agent",
where the Arabic preposition equivalent to "ni" used in these usages
is "min". If the Arabic preposition equivalent to "ni" is "li", "?#a:" or
"min", the positive transfer from Arabic works actively.

The study also revealed that there is a usage in which the
positive transfer from Arabic is working even in "de". An example is
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a usage of "means". The Arabic preposition corresponding to this
usage is "bi", and it was found that the learners actively and correctly
used it.

On the contrary, some usages are often confusing to Egyptian
learners because of the negative transfer from the mother tongue. The
"existence" function or usage of "Ni" and the "action" usage of "De"
are the main examples of the negative transfer.

The preposition used in Arabic is "fi" in both "existence" and
"action" usages, which confused learners and led to frequent errors.

Also, through the interview that has taken place with the
learners, the study revealed that the learners tend to formulate a unit
formation. Units such as "country name + de" and "era + de" are
formed frequently by the learners. When the learners were asked
about the reasons, they answered that their understanding is "ni" is
used in a narrow space or at a specific time, while "de" is used in a
wide space such as a country or at an indefinite time.

Arabic and Japanese tend to be recognized as languages that
have little in common, but as we have seen in this study, there are
some places where the positive transfer of Arabic is working, and
there is a common concept between the two languages in some
concepts. Focusing on explaining these commonalities to learners
when introducing "particles" may improve the learning process.

Conversely, if the Japanese teacher understands the differences
between the learners’ native language, Arabic, and the target
language, Japanese, the causes of the learners’ misuse of some
functions and items that are expected to be difficult to learn will
become clear. As it comes, it is expected to lead to improvement in
the learning process.

No Japanese textbooks currently used in Egypt have been
developed for Arabic-speaking Egyptian Japanese learners, but based
on the results obtained in this study, the influence of the learners'
mother tongue could be used and contribute to the learning process
improvement.

This study could be a step towards creating textbooks that
take into consideration the learners’ mother tongue influence.

Key Words: Positive transfer Negative Transfer Unit Formulation.
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