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Between the Materialism of the West and the
Rationality of the East according to René Guénon
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Lecturer of Contemporary philosophy
Deparment of philosophy, faculty of Art, Assiut University

Abstract:

This research deals with an explanation and analysis of
René Guénon position on modern Western civilization and the
extent of its opposition to tradition, This does not mean that he
rejects all new patterns of life and confines himself to the past,
and what it contains of backwardness and errors, So Guénon
calls for the need to reform the West, And this reform when it
happened as it should be- That is, if the West can restore its
true traditions— The natural result will be a rapprochement
with the East, Guénon confirms, through this research, that the
Orientals are absolutely right in taking the Western
civilization as being nothing but a quantitative civilization, or
in other words, a material civilization. In light of this, Guénon
pointed out that people in the West do not know the true
Orientals. He raises the question: If the oriental audience ends
up becoming anti-Western, after he was looking at them
indifferently, who is responsible for this, is it that elite, or the
Westerners themselves? Guénon emphasizes the role of the
elite in the East, while it no longer exists in the West.

Key words: Guénon- West- East- Material civilization-
Tradition.
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(2) Paul chacornac: The simple life of Réne Guénon trans. Cecil Bet hell,
Sophia perennis, 2001, P.1

(*) Réne Gouénon: Biograpical information.
http://www.réneguénon.Net/ingles/inglesguenon biografia/5/8/2017
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() Ibid. P. 1.

(6) Harry old meado: Réne Guénon, P. 2

(") Kalin Ibrahim: Réne Gouénon (Abdel — Wahid Yahya) www.cis-
ca.org/voics/9/guénon-mn.htm/15/8/2017, p. 2

(*) Kalin Ibrahim: Réne Gouénon (Abdel — Wahid Yahya) www.cis-
ca.org/voics/9/guénon-mn.htm/15/8/2017, p. 1
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Gy 2 ol asall Call OY 1ag cilie (5558 aals 4Bl N gl aany
(48,4l Bliaall Ladh (ud aashajl sam Ml palladl <Al sgakd) L
LNl sl jgemell Lol (S

(* Ibid. P. 3.
(*®) Ibid. P. 4.
(36) Réne Guénon: East and West, trans. by martin lings, P. 11; and Réne
Guénon: Fundamental symbols the universal language of sacred science,
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15 ¢ pde el Gl o S Chaill ) aag 48 anE) asgie W
s e s Duae iy Lol Ll gl e selu ageddl)
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¢ palall Upme o "slasll juae’ U] & Jo¥) Juaill 4] aapg
skl Ay o4 plaaall cul€ 1xa, L duoall paall Bliaall snaay
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lenie 38 plial sely i clgmds Ligyg) Blma culS — jlaials - laiy
Ou) g 035y g 4 Gady Lo Janalls sa 135 (Masid ) Al
il 13 e S ) gl s el 4 paaadl 2S5 Lia 553 o3
Gas sl bl L) Lnalall Ajadll ggh pmm o) s sus g
Gadiey Lala e 058 o sgleal (o ouall alall 13g) dalal) ciland)

trans. Alvin moore Jr., Revised and ed. Martin Lings, Quintaessentia,
Combridge, 1995, P. 3.

(*") Réne Guénon: East and West, P. 13-14 and Guénon quoited it from
I'Avenir de la civilization, Revue universelle, March, 1922, PP. 586-587.
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OR 00 Ry (Al (8 Bagnge aslall odag maaly (S Cuaall Cal) 48
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G et Yo Lol e ol Ao 0sS o el S bl
e (Sarg cadlsll (& Jlall s ey dadal) Wdbudl by GULY
oSl lall a Guaall KAl Bed) Aelall lewdly A syl
Aijra bl (o larjuilinals daale ol Ajee SISy L judlinal) 38 peall
Ldaall ol cdpalal) ddjaall olam Ai€as ddjae 29 Yy ADlie (348
L) 200D G fanall Aeuddll IS lasjilinall i ¢ 55 i

Lol dawpail) aglad) ag alell of 1k Latie U gl gn 138 oy
Awall aslall i e Lol —ady b e Wil Al el 3pal
Bpall Oy Guee Jwd s Jn Y o4l maaas e (g0be 3hE
gy e na lia Gl (Kl cpalel) 2 peally Fata
s i) (01 51 il o -l

2l ¢ e @llyg ¢ plall a8 Cpal) o (8 ASE sia (g5 Lmdls
Jalsi 28 L) 138 ofy ccbaldll & (aldy o Slay) Sl Tl iy oo

(**) Réne Guénon: East and West, P. 33.
(33) Ibid, p.34.

(*") Ibid, p. 34.

(*") Ibid, p. 36— 37.
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(**) Réne Guénon: East and West, P. 148.
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AY G

[ Vo ]



My Ala Guaal ve slaad 3 S Ay aie gl LiMie g g ad) Lala o

L Al g e Laia¥) g Ll gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

oot B poan O Jleaa) Gl L 3yall Al gua aldl ol
Cpgiad abyall b gmnall e Al BB s Blas 8T gl o)
VAl al (Bptias Adaglly sl i agily

dlgiyag Gl jond corll o ADIA (e 5o Jler Lin gin gy
(09 Bae ) KAl it il Wil o (e g ey 8lG g Lad
Ciad BIS Ll agiall ehally dlia o 8 oall ol S Y Laiy
prant ) cpinsall e JLaY) 13a (el Be Lays (Ll ol oSal)
Ahal e pgrie Lae agilySy Guall ) late Aoy laay ¢l
(354l 45 (iisan ob Lo laies ekl 3l

el 0p8lall B)al) agasdil Gonyg¥) e Lai il celld o 1Y)y
EE) e Cagpaall &8sl O 3 <13 agas) Gmady Gall Ol il Ll
awds ¥ Omng¥) ) JB5 ol agtialdy lisdl asle o W cufy cands
20 V) ecnd) () culisall Blaall clalial) Josi o ¢ AT Bluny ¢ palusal)
by calals Goupal) QI agiadliy DY) elade Yol . GBpall Ly O
LZIC e o ey s Dsha L) sl

astall Gm i O dedl Gad pslall e W UB gha kil
climl gl il ale alas Wl ¢ Y Ge Ll cdualill aglally cdpaal
Ciligia) el by Hlasdl Gl oo Lyl ) Woliing WliS
O e 4 OIS 51y Al jean ) abaal a3 el Lganls il
ks Oguaal) 0silbas Lebya ol Sl el Gac]

5 Ui cmmand Glisal asle 48 (65 Y aulsl) Lgilae Q8 cclumll) LT
38 5ol Ll L Lad 2igh) asle Lga) lilias cduadluy) dalall Y1 5l ad

Yot o (A0 duyaal) Cogaail) A tagana adallae (M)
Lumi tdgess alallae Lad Jlily A¥(a (DYl Lyl tageas alallae ()
TN e (AN A yaall) el

[ \ve) ]



daSae Lale Aae — Ao laia¥l g Abaady) & gadl s cliad jall Juil) 31 5 Ao

(ISSN: 2536 - 9555)

S ABYI G aLal e OIS s a5 aleg dunigh & L Ay Isal,
I Wpaan o sly ccyal) Lobaxind A ABY1 adi (& Crompe) lebanion
Cagyn V) 2 Lo Lawi Lgishastion Copall OIS 1 sl ldle Y cigl) o
L slagl

i o Ladie ladsa gl (el (3 daudill LY AV gl a5
OsEY LAl aalill oY elldy caid S o Luast Byl asad Al
dansl) e cdal y eipilie el Qo) (e pagn s JES Al sl
Cas cadl) Aaulil) 8 Gsalual) (g palaall 43S e L] Igiloaly dsal
LMagie g liaw culy 2y ol s upmaladll clilyf
il 190 -Aaly

Bl Lo ) LIS e gase o SST (85 0 00 ST st LT
Csdes Cpdl Aaudally elalell eV (o ATy 43S0 oA <Al elite Al ale
oo LBl olage p OsisS S pelae (B i) ol o
e Yy Al sulae M iy 38 U oSS0 Gl o (g 4V el edal)
Gl Gl Gans 8 alad] oyl dgag (e ligh dualall LIS ) digall
Al Isapals 13a Adle Ape ) Oshay 23S0 AU S sel@l Ggiym ¥
-pa 2 4 Sal)

ey (cpll 8 Bagage Cad ophai dgay (e dySall duaill a2
st UK B)S8 Ogy ail agdy ¢l J<8 e Toand SV (s 500
Ll 8 0yl sy by (32l

Al ) Jgeasl (F sun Sl dgag e nlul) digeall (aS5g
Sy chaalall agilil€a) 8 els Sl agadl s Y 38 il Jadlls cplaal

TV e cé.gu\ @).d\ (‘n‘)

L0 a D ls gl tagana addallae (1)
(*®) Réne Guénon: East and West, trans. Martin Lings, Sophia perennis,
2004, P. 122.
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Caaills LA alall iealls cpaaS Jadlly Jalill o )i gan
& doatiss adde Hlasall 2 ol g celly o palyie) Yy« plshll (8 a5
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(') Ibid. P. 80, 81.
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OV Al 8 G iear sl cdalil) 8 Y) ans o 0Sar Y oagag dadly JS
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aila AY) e 5 Y gb cJadll o dnlidy Jolil) dian aualsll LaasShs
ALY SanY) as b anealy HhIA ey Cajiad Jy (28,50

@il ¥ bl U dslal iéuaall pael)l i e ool Gli e ey
Lae ¢ 1S5 (gl Alaiady z i) o 53l pie & (yag ¢ e it g
Bigan Bale 5 b JS Jand daginag duanla Ao elliy . opd il BiS aray
leie b Lo IS 6 Jally ¢aluals 55 Lgald sy o 5alll oY ¢5aeliaie
Sallg DI o LS gl g clelpally cileliill V) algy of oSar Y
caabalaty aloailly 2LaiV) dalse ST cuSli ¢ ST salall 8 Lsess) LalSa
O K ¥ Al sangll e Ll cduilag M sas L)) LalS il ey
A fsalddly e slly V) e

oY o el aayall (1)
(*'") Réne Guénon: Spiritual authority and temporal power, p.26.
(*'*) Ibid. p.27.
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(*'*) Réne Guénon: East and West P. 85.
(*5) Ibid. P. 86.

(%) Ibid. P. 87.
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(*'®) Réne Guénon: East and West, P. 86-87.

[ v )



daSae Lale Aae — Ao laia¥l g Abaady) & gadl s cliad jall Juil) 31 5 Ao

(ISSN: 2536 - 9555)

LAY

ails

O s iy die (980 iy il Lol padasal Liaye o e
Caad L pal) plaall e aaddl 3 cadal) gla of Jolay 4l W
el Lall liaall gis Chiag Gl spin g clola dnle Hlas (s
b LSy g5 Laily ¢lgaal AaS) il Colaal) Aiegiy 2igh ¥ A Blas
Lyl OIS &3 (g ey lly Baldl) o TS LaalaeY Dile Lgalad maals
o3 Anjlpaind adeg ¢ € (558 aalp 4l 8 gold) w1 oY Ol
IS s A daalal) dejud) 6 ) o e Wl Al laal)
slall ol ) Ishoms Ol dSyatia iyl e slill Gpant 2gilSy s 5o Lo
& (g ¢l A Ls il didin Qopll mual a5 e JS el (s
Sl dun) a2y 4318

WD e ST g ccnally BHall on iblie sus Al Cied) S
Go W oy cal) o Jumd L Al plaaal) 8 asllialy Gyl dneal
o ols Sl e iy diph dua 8 Gall of S5 st of @l Dla
auley sadld salain amlle dulyyg Bpal sas bl Lgw of il
Baclue (3 4880 dadll o0 s ST Gl g By (ALal) a3jlias
LS Y Basally Al aghlias salaivl e el

Y Osaall OIS Oy ecrll (8 dudly) asls) AT ash Gy g T 5,
oyl o) sun Sy Lagle Gpall Jimbs gy A i OF Gsun
o A gl (o cand Lol Aupal) Blimall Ll aadal b Lils (yshak
el 8 Byall 8 4adl) 50 b gus Xy ddanle lias JAT iea
Alaal) salli ol all

[ AR ]



My Ala Guaal ve slaad 3 S Ay aie gl LiMie g g ad) Lala o

L Al g e Laia¥) g Ll gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

Sl od | duguili
Aial) aalall Yl

1- Harry old meadow: René Guénon
http://www.scribd.com/document/3264760841Réne-
Guuénon-H-old-meadow.pdf/5/8/2017

2- J. Evola: Réne Guénon (East and West), Vol. 4, No. 4
(January. 1964), PP. 255-258.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/29158099

3- Kalin Ibrahim: Réne Gouénon (Abdel- Wahid Yahya)
WWww.cis-ca.org/voics/9/guénon-mn.htm/15/8/2017

4- Paul chacornac: The simple life of Réne Guénon trans.
Cecil Bet hell, Sophia perennis, 2001

5- Robin Waterfild: Réne Guénon and the future of the west
the life and writings of a 20th century metaphysican sophia
perennis Hillsdaleny, 2002.

6- Guénon quoited it from 1'Avenir de la civilization, Revue
universelle, March, 1922.

7- Réne Guénon: Fundamental symbols the universal
language of sacred science, trans. Alvin Moore Jr., Revised
and ed. Martin Lings, Quintaessentia, Combridge, 1995.

8- Réne Guénon: Spiritual authority and Temporal power,
Trans., Henry D. Fohr, ed.Samuel D. Fohr, Sophia
Perennis, 1929.

9- Réne Guénon: The Reign of Quantity and the signs of the
times, trans lord Northbourne Sophia Perennis, Hillsdale
NY, 2004.

10- Réne Guénon: East and West, trans., Martin Lings, Sophia
perennis, 2004.

[ ARA'A ]



daSae Lale Aae — Ao laia¥l g Abaady) & gadl s cliad jall Juil) 31 5 Ao

(ISSN: 2536 - 9555)

11- The Essential Réne Guénon (Metaphysics, Tradition, and
The Crisis of Modernity), ed. John Herlihy, indroduction
by Martin Lings, world wisdom, 2009.

12- Réne Gouénon: Biograpical information.
http://www.réneguénon.Net/ingles/inglesguenon
biografia/5/8/2017.

13- The Essential Ananda K. Coomarswamy Eastern Wisdom
and western Knowledge, ed. Rama P. Coomaraswamy
China, World Wisdom, 2004.

Aal) o)yl Gl
Olae Jlang eopal) il lise dea i cCunall allall Ao ¢ gia guiy—)

AYETA caasliuy) cluhall Oy 3Sel iyl cludyall Al
Y91 Balal) GlalVl sl diiy e Vet jallie (i) —Y
AV AVY Balall (ol aulhae ¢ DluYls Lyl agens pulallae —¥
Sl Calaall o (LA Aupadl) Cageanl Al i ¢
Y444
.{;V A c%g}.m z\.ﬁ\SA c‘fm.u\;]\ &J‘y.aﬂ\ da.18 2@3%\ & -0
Lypaddl Al ce¥ia D) ey (A8 Qulall raeallue S a2 -1
o) 190 gl dulull

.e\ AN ¢tk @)A\ﬁ\ u_'i)\a.d‘ J\J ‘\G cuﬁ)M\ ‘?.n:md\ L__\:\.;.'a—\/

[ \VVY ]



