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"Dionysius Mechanisms to Reveal What the Divine

Essence Is"
Dr. Abeer Abdul-Qawe Segry Mohammed
Teacher at the Faculty of Arts - Ain Shams University

Medieval Philosophy (Christianity)

Summary in English:

Dionysius's handling of the question of divinity with its diverse
ramifications, which ranged from acknowledging trinity, then The
one, and then denying all, can reveal the truth about Dionysius's
Perception of God, which is at the heart of his entire philosophy.
And that couldn’t possible unless trying to answer the following:

— What is the pillars on which Dionysius was based to reveal
what God is?

— Is he a pillar of theology in its positive and negative quality,
thus classifying its treatment as purely theological treatment?

— Or did he resort to other tables, beside with theology, to clarify
and consolidate his idea of God?

We have relied on the comparative critical analytical approach.

Through this study, we found:

Dionysius, in his conception of God, relied, beside theology, on
ontology, as there was no conflict between theology and, but
before they used the term theology to refer to all the assets of the
universe and how to know it, i.e. ontology.

Dionysius depended on all kinds of theology, positively,
negatively and mystically in their different methods to access to
divine essence, although like both the positive approach and the
negative approach in preparation for that entry, which was done
through the, Privations, Meditation, Surrender and then the Union
of God.

Keywords: (Dionysius- Theology- Age of Fathers- ontology—
Divine Attributes)
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See: Sarah Klitnic, John, Dillon, Dionysius the Areopagagite and
Neoplatonist Tradition, AShgate studies in Philosophy- Theology in
LateAntiquity, AShgate, 2007, p1.
D _Ibid,p 1.

@ Corrigan, Kevin and L.Michael Harrington, pseudo- Dionysius the
areopagite, Stanford, Metaphysics Research Lab, Stanford University,

2019, p3.
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®) Ibid, p3.

@ Andrew Louth, Denys the Areopagity, Outstanding Christain

Thinkers, Continuum, London- NewYork, 2001, p23.
®) Ibid, P24.
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(™ Andrew Louth, Apophatic and Cataphatic Theology, The Cambridge
Companion to Christian, Oxford university press, 2007, P137.
® Andrew Louth, Denys the Areopagity, P24.
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-see: Lucas Siorvanes, Proclus, Neo- Platonic Philosophy and Sciense,

Yale university press, 1996, P48.
® Andrew Louth, Denys the Areopagite, P 87.
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(13 See: Andrew Louth, Denys the Areopagite, P78.
% Dionysius The Areopagite, The Arcopagite works (1897), Divine
Names, Mystic Theology, Trans by John Parker, Divine names, caput ii,
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- Don S.Armentrout and Robert Boak, editors, Episcopal Dictionary of
the Church, New York.

- The editors of Britannica Encyclopaedia, The Cappadocian Fathers,
Patristic Litereture, Christianity, Britannica Encyclopaedia, 2020.
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