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The History of Sufism between Abu Nueim Al-Asfahani
(430 H) and Ibn Al-Juzi (597 H)
(the Problem of Historical Narration)
Abstract:

The descriptive historiographical methodology is one of the
most important approaches used to explain and justify
phenomena and behaviors in societies. Historians in Islam
have had a major role in the history and description of Sufism
as a religious approach and a social phenomenon. Due to the

divergence of views in the narration of the history of Sufism
and Sufis, Ibn Al Jawzi, in his book “Safwat Al-Safwa”, had
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methodological criticisms on Abi Naim’s approach in his
narrating of Sufism in his book Al-Hilya. This research
reveals the accuracy of Ibn al-Jawzi’s approach in his pursuit
of Abi Naim, whether in the historical narrative, or criticizing
the approaches of Sufis, which Abi Naim missed.
Key words:

Abu Nueim Al-Asfahani (430 H) - Inn Al-Juzi (597 H) -
Concept of Sufism and its fundamentals - Asceticism — Trust.
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