(s guial Bila Ll o Sl 3o gl (YSU) g A gul) o3l (Ol giay B las) A g B ISl 48

L Al g e Laia¥) g Ll gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

oall deR

Sl | 3Gl (Sl § (il guuadl] sVt (it B bins) (guildy (F
dul ylio Gl ya

Sokudall Bila bl .2

(R 219 ot gl k| g 30
JEPC R F POX T PGSR RN FT| PR

s gaddl|
o 4905 sagag Glady) Gl (L) (e w28l Lt Gl oIS 1)
Ghgs nlall aslalin) Caos dibide QKT ) abigats Al aany (LS|
iy A Lysne UisSag eyl ol 8 Ll haie (Al aay 1305 catiliy
DAY meie (gAY ) (e diajey 4l danyla Calisl) (g 2yl
diag LS 350a la GlaaY agag Yo (Ol Ogn LSS g S
Lao Alosl) el yauil lgwany pe 05l A1 (55,05 Bl (1o A0
ald ale jela S caiufyng 4 alaadld cuall Jlaad) claleg alaill o aiul
Ly 4Bl y OISl (ailiad duhay asty Al (Laslsashll ale) s (ISl
de gana Cprea (s 83l LS dadys JIle @y a2y ¢ o) Janll el
Jaally Lagalall sall bl CaSlg Y Ll W) edpdail) dpnanlill Gluall e
o Basally iluball o3 Jayy L)l 13) sl ¢ gyl zWY) Biey wasall )
e Ca tlaaaans dosgll oda jledal (8 LSl )90 raiagil Adglae
ety ) gl 8 gl DA e Syl pall 8 Lsell LML)
OS5 o bl sha Adall ciaa (S La ey (Lily ) Lealis] sale) dleny
Pla G Baleall Ayl (3 LSl daga Gldas dalled dolles 85las

(v ]



daae Ldde e — Aolaia¥l g Anludy) & gad) g cilud jall Juil) 531 9 Al

(ISSN : 2536 - 9555)

(V) 5 (V) Slsad) eDad (Oluaghn Blas) gyl &3)lke Al Ay
:ORlgl il LR Glaad aal e dals oY)l ae gl

Blac) Olsiall b ddds S ) BLAY) 8 ol )N L) Yl
Wyl e gl (VISWY) 5 558l dacsg ciljlae el (Olusta

Lolg)y Copdd Yoo ¥ (Qlansinn Hlae) cayds Latnd il gl 1Ll
Glgiw yde o V) Laaydi sls 8 el ol J) a2y =Y 0V £ (YISWY)
Asay Ol Baaa dag) U< 8

ol eI Lagilalaial Cum (e V) i S5y Lay s LA
o doa Glaall G Ny e daal) die o5 L ¢ abons (2l
JLagie JS (sl aisaaly KA Y o~ aa) duailag

AS (A oSl doga wlidas bl (A Gl 1aa 8 Dalll e
Bylail Wy LIS 2085 (il ll Jae (8 dagell elli clas CaiSy ¢ (undgall
-l Chgaai (e plags Loy GISall Legia JS

Ol Lgie e Le elgus Anlad) ciliayall e 5a ) conliiad 24
Lagllaely aonall 2o 5935 Jlyad) e unalls e La 5l ¢ Syl
cOslaad) 38 dalay €3l )

Ol Jalgh (mje & Adadl) Ayl medall o dald) Cadel LS
28 laal) giall el cleg) (sl g5 aliaS) dglaey #sidally Gladl)
AdaaS eyl A LeBle s \Sall dueLaia) 2l ) Ay b sl ails,
3 Ol Al sla) I Vsms Al I pealic jilass dradally (<A

<Ol )

[ver )



(s guial Bila Ll o Sl 3o gl (YSU) g A gul) o3l (Ol giay B las) A g B ISl 48

L Al g e Laia¥) g Ll gl g cbaad jall Juil) (631 9 Ala

Plagale oyl Loagass (Aased) Aplal) (e salina) ) LYl 138
G ealally a8 diaieg dlae Al ke (& Cun e J5Y
B Ny 2w Y Al A Rdsg o AN jasas i

lebiants LaboaSl o5y Lasgll o (0 ool Hyai o8 Cunn (e Sl
pgihlaiily agililans llaal colas i s daiy LS g8 ¢ Jhaialy
(V)" AY) Ll Ciliggl) ma Llaals Ll LSISaaly

3 s2a (gl () readll i) Jiladl) e LD Aglaa el
Sotad adf ol &laadU 418 ae sla Jag S0uleLN B 098 (Algl) Olsal
Tlgiliyg Caad) johi 8 Seld |puaic guanl hodi S g0 cal L) dld
Sy cbiaddll gs o OISl duga il S eyl ) Ysaag
0 Bls ) Laalady Al el aaly iosel) il (Ao o<l Jany
SAEY Clghadl)l 8 Gl ey @l e el ¢l )

AN 3 dsipkagg ddoyan OISl Jea Jaae —

Ol (A olgiall AV —

Oyl 8 Sliaddlly Y] el b lyeas ISal duga -

Lol sl o AulSal sl )y LSl 4 lie —

O diga Joa il aal aa)l dala -

Juad) vad ) ey

[ver )



daae Ldde e — Aolaia¥l g Anludy) & gad) g cilud jall Juil) 531 9 Al

(ISSN : 2536 - 9555)

Reading the Identity of Place
In Two Novels (Omarat Yacoubian) by Alaa Al-Aswany and (La
Scala) by Noor Abdul Majid
A Comparative Study

Dr. Amany Hafez Elhefnawy
professor of Arabic language and literature
Faculty of Linguistics and Translation
October 6 University

Abstract

By being present and in place, man reshapes and employs the
place in different literary forms according to his life needs and
within his culture, if it is historically older. Therefore, the place is a
key element to the building of the novel and a pivotal component
in the structure of the narration, although the way it is structured
and presented varies from one novelist to another and from one
method to another. Moreover, no story can be imagined without a
place and no events can exist outside the boundaries of the place as
it is a network of relationships and visions that cooperate with each
other to cover the narrative space. This led Arab critics and
aesthetic scientists to study it, until a particular feature of the place
was displayed; (Topology), which examines the characteristics of
the place and its relationship to the rest of the literary work.
However, the study of the place is still rare in Arab literary
criticism. Although a series of foundational theoretical studies have
been published, they do not keep pace with the significant artistic
development, the trend towards renewal and the abundance of
narrative production, especially, if we want to link these studies to
the identity in an attempt to clarify the role of the place in showing
and defining this identity. The problem of identity is then reflected
in narrative through the disparity in perceptions related to its
narrative reproduction. Hence, the study intended to be an aesthetic
step to address the manifestations of the identity of place in the
modern novel within a comparative applied study of two novels
(Omarat Yacoubian) by Alaa Al-Aswany and (La Scala) by Nour
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Abdul Majid. Probably, the most important reasons for choosing
these two novels are:

First: The two novels are consistent in referring to real places
like (Omarat Yacoubian), the most famous building in central
Cairo and (La Scala), the most famous Italian theatre.

Second: Publication date, (Omarat Yacoubian) was published
in 2003 and (La Scala) in 2014. This indicates a relative
convergence; however, ten years may constitute a new vision of
the place and its identity.

Third: The classification of the two novelists in terms of their
interest: Al Al-Aswany as a realist political writer and Nour Abdul
Majid as a pioneer of female literature leaning towards social
romance, may affect the significance of the place for both of them.

Thus, the researcher believes that by comparing the
manifestations of the place in these two models, the spatial identity
and how it is reproduced in the narration becomes clear based on
varying perceptions and ideology.

The researcher has benefited from previous studies, whether
they are related to the novelistic place, or the two novelists Alaa Al
Al-Aswany and Nour Abdul Majid and their narrative works;
especially, these two novels.

The researcher also relied on the analytical descriptive approach
to represent the manifestations of the closed and open place and try
to discover the vision of the writer about them. As for the aesthetic
approach, the researcher employed it to study the social dimensions
of the place and their relationship to the structure of the novel, such
as the dialectic of the place, personality and other elements of the
novel, up to the technical dimensions of the place in the two
novels.

Moreover, the researcher benefitted from (the Identity Theory)
with its two common aspects: "First, in terms of being a fixed and
complete essence exists in the past and the present, which means
the core of the thing and its fixed truth that is not renewed or
changed.

Second, as a dynamic perception believes that identity is
acquired and modified continuously, it is an entity that develops
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with the enrichment of the experiences of its owners, their
suffering and their victories, and its contact, negatively and
positively, with other cultural identities."

This is to answer the main question of the research: "To what
extent did the novelistic place function in the two novels? Did it
merely serve as a background to the events, or did it go beyond
that to play a more distinctive role as an actor in the evolution
and construction of events? Accordingly, research was conducted
in light of the following steps:

- Introduction to the place - its definition, function and

significance.

- The significance of the title in the two novels.

- The identity of the place and its role in developing events

and characters in the two novels.

- Comparison of formations and spatial dimensions in the two

novels.

- A conclusion, through which the researcher reached several

results, the most important of which are:-

The place, which is the key element to the narrative work for its
strong association with other structural elements, should be seen as
a way of clarifying the concept of identity and the struggle for it.
This struggle is the main theme or motive of the two novels. All
events in the two novels are regarded as a mask through which the
author expresses his confusion about the attitudes that should be
taken towards the change and even the obliteration of the identity;
namely, by presenting the social fracture at its different levels and
making the individuals feel the responsibility for preserving or
developing the identity. While feeling (the allusion) to the loss of
identity through the fall of values that constitute the dominant
image in the novel of "Omarat Yacoubian; this building, which is,
at different times, a witness to liberalism and beauty, and the
beginning of the era of false religiosity, ugliness and rudeness that
became the features of the age, we saw a self-seeking effort to
explain the reasons for this fall by attributing it to the social moral
decadence and being driven by cravings. The building remains a
symbol of the struggle between good and evil, morality and
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corruption, and even ugliness and beauty, which always forces us
to reconsider what we have done and what we have to do in our
society."

La Scala (declares) the issue of losing identity throughout the
first pages of the novel. Consequently, it remains on a long journey
through the events of the novel to search for the self, the identity
and the determining turning-points that man faces in his journey to
achieve his ambition. Here question about identity remains thus
present in Nour Abdul Majid's novel, which some consider to
contain hints to her autobiography. Therefore, by presenting the
problem of identity, she intends to introduce a new concept of ego
and the other, exceeding the traditional concept of identity.

Finally, we can say that although both novels resorted to many
narrative techniques to represent the identity (social) by Alaa Al-
Aswany and (feminist) by Nour Abdul Majid depending on
multiple cultural references, and then reconfiguring them, which
gave their novels a new artistic value, the identity of the place in
the two novels suffers from the lack of reference point that ensures
its continuity in time. Therefore, identity remains, according to its
social reference, a complex cultural and problematic issue. Writers
also remain on a long and continuous search in the hope of getting
to 1t.
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