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Research Summary

Chamber Songs and Egyptian Identity by Hassan Rasheed
and Bahiga Sedkey

The beginning of the twentieth century is the beginning of modern Egyptian cultural
renaissance, and the openness to global cultures. With the signs of the revolution against
colonialism appeared in 1919, and the need to draw the new Egyptian cultural identity in a
way that includes modernization and development in all artistic fields such as literature,
plastic arts, music, singing and poetry, in a global language that highlights the identity and
aesthetic elements of the Egyptian society and preserves its position among nations. The
aristocratic Egyptian society began to get acquainted with European classical music and
singing, incorporating this music and its forms within the artistic programs in the cultural
salons. This prompted some Egyptian youth to study Western music abroad, and the
emergence of a new artistic intellectual movement. The “Egyptian Association for Music
Amateurs” was founded under the chairmanship of the professor of natural sciences, the
scientist Dr. Mostafa Mosharafa to spread musical appreciation. The Association
performed concerts of playing and singing with Arabic Translation. From here the idea of
the research arose, as the researcher was interested in presenting a study that helps to
identify Chamber Songs that were presented in the Palace halls, Cultural salons at that stage
in the history of modern Egypt and the beginnings of openness to global cultures.The
researcher also presented an overview of the pioneers’ generation and the environment in
which they were prepared to present their works, which at that time were considered new to
the Egyptian society, dealing in analysis the history and works of Hassan Rashid and Bahja
Sedky, the authors of “Songs of Youth” book addressing two samples from that book with
analysis and Detailed explanation.
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