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Establishing the Egyptian Identity of the Child through Arranging some of
Oriental Melodies for the Piano

Abstract:

The music of any society is the foreground of its elegance and progress. To
return to the tunesof our heritage that bear the oriental character for sure helps
in establishing our identity. Many composers have arranged of well-known
songs as a pedagogical introduction to teaching piano. Oriental melodies are
distinguished dueto the fact that they are linked to the child’s environment and

the traditions of his/her country and can be arranged in a pedagogical
appropriate way to matchthe teaching of the required performance techniques.

There are many approaches for teaching piano thatinclude international music
composers in different eras, and although there are not a few piano
compositions by Egyptian composers, there is a dearth of Arabic piano literature
that saturates the Egyptian identity. The researcher focused on the oriental
melodies as they are Simply perceived, with knowing that seldomly they are
arranged for the piano. Hence the problem of the research, as the researcher
found a lot of international literature scores, in return for the difficulty of
obtaining scores for Arabic literature prepared for the piano. Therefore, the
researcher aimed to prepare some Oriental melodies that are free from the
quartertone to suit the piano in a scientific manner commensurate with the
required performance techniques.

The importance of the research lies in providing the child with the op portunity
to perform some Arab literature by preparing some oriental melodies
appropriate for the piano, as a contribution to establishing the Egyptian identity
of the child.
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