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Research Summary
Employing Some John Thompson Exercises to Develop Sight-
reading Skills for Kindergarten Teachers

Musical reading is considered the comerstone for the composition of
music learners as it is important axis in the Solfege and listening training
subject. Music readability is considered of the basics that learner should get
used to before starting to study any musical instrument.

Searching for methods and means to improve the sight-reading is
considered of the major success features of the teacher. The best of these
means is the books of John Thompson for learning sight-reading as it 1s
characterized by gradual rhythms and tones in addition to gradual in using
fingers of both hands left and right.

Research Problem:

The problem of the research is that the students of the first year at the
Faculty of education for Early Childhood suffer from weak level of sight-
reading at the keys of "sol and fa"; as their performance on the instrument
of musical keyboard depended on memorizing the musical compositions
without depending on the musical readability. Therefore, the researcher
found that using some practices of John Thompson for beginners could
help beginner student kindergarten teacher on sight-reading at sol and fa
keys.

Research Objectives:

Research aims to improve the performance of the first year at the Faculty
of education for Early Childhood on sight-reading through the proposed
program.

Research Importance:

The importance of the research is represented in the improvement of the
performance level of first year students in teaching sight-reading of playing
on the instrument of musical readability.

Research Hypotheses:

Researcher assumes that the practices of John Thompson could help the
student teacher to improve her performance skills of musical readability.
There are statistically significant differences between the average students'
scores in sight-reading for playing on the musical keyboard on "sol and fa"
keys at the post-test in favor of the experimental group.




Methodology and Sample of the Research:

The research uses the experimental approach for two groups one of them
experimental and the other is control for students of the first year —
kindergarten section "English Specialization" at the Faculty of Education
for Early Childhood — Cairo University of (50) students.

Research Tools:

¢ Questionnaire for the referees of the pre and post-test to measure the
level of sight-reading of rhythmic forms and playing on the sol and
fa keys of the musical keyboard.

e A group of practices for playing on the musical keyboard for John
Thompson part one, and some practices of the second part.

e FElectronic musical keyboard.
The research is divided into two parts:
First: Theoretical Framework, that includes:
1- Previous Arabic and foreign studies related to the topic of research.

2- Sight-reading and includes: the definition of sight-reading — common
mistakes between the students of musical reading — main principles
of teaching reading of piano — basics of sight-reading of musical
notes for piano — sight-reading stages — weak points of sight-reading
— problems and treatment of sight-reading.

3- John Thompson and includes: his history and inception — description
of John Thompson book.

4- Kindergarten teacher and includes: characteristics of successful
distinctive kindergarten teacher — skills needed for Kindergarten
teacher — evaluation of Kindergarten teacher.

Second: Application (Practical) Framework, that includes:
- Experiment procedures.
- Sessions of the proposed program: 7 sessions.

- Research results and its interpretation:

Research results showed the existence of statistically significant
differences between the total scores of the post and pre-test. The
improvement of performance skills of sight-reading was in favor of the




total scores of the post-test referring the success of the experiment at the
level of the total scores of the students.

According to the previous, the musical program proposed by the
researcher helps the beginner students to improve sight-reading for playing
on piano using some practices of John Thompson for beginners.

- Research Recommendations:

e Inserting part of the time specialized for preparing the students for
musical sight-reading in a way that helps to play any track or song
that has never been played during the field training at schools.
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