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Abstract

The study of military rule in Dahomey (Benin) since 1972 stems its
significance from being an ideal example of the democratic transition in
Africa from an autocratic regime. In addition, Dahomey's military rule
(1972-1989) has experienced multifaceted factors that led to one of the first
democratic transitions in Africa including economic, social, political and
ideological ones. In addition, the study present a viable example for the
current African setbacks from ‘“democratic regimes” to facing a wave of
coups in Sahel and West Africa regions at the backdrop of group of
problems such as poverty, bad governance, unequal distribution of income
and other sustained ones since their independence until the present day.

The study is paying attention to both political and social contexts in
pre-independent Dahomey, throughout its several civic regimes towards
military's takeover in 1972. Then the study focuses on Mathieu Kereoko's
regime since its inception in 1972, exploring the regime's dynamics and
policies internally and externally.

The study concluded that it should be a distinction between the
democratic transition itself and the fulfilment of the democratic regime in
third world countries. AS in Benin, the elections that led to a new regime
was based on ethnic lines instead of political ones, and accordingly that led
to furthering the ethnic and political divisions across the tiny country in
West Africa.

The study also shed a light on the nature of national armies across Sub-
Sahara Africa and its political role in post-colonial states, as has been
experienced in Benin. Unlike cases such as Egypt and Algeria, national
armies in the mentioned region has played no important role in advancing
the whole societal and political development, instead it worked hard to
maintain the interests of certain elites on expense of wide range of
populations.
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