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Self, Language, and Meaning Dialectic

Summary

The philosophy of mind has its own important effects on the concept
of self. The “self” or “ego” or “I” refers to a basic thing, that is, the
person is unchangeable. Many modern philosophers of mind asserts
that there is no such a thing. The idea of the existence of “self” as a
basic kernel that is not changeable stems from the theme of
immaterial soul. Such a theme is not accepted by the contemporary
philosophers because of their physical and materialistic orientations,
and because general acceptance and doubts of philosophers towards
the David Hume’ concept of self. The “self” represented in man is the
truth through which human existence is realized as a self that
influences the external world; thinking is the property coexist with the
self. This was asserted by De Carte through his doubt in self. He
inferred the existence of self from thinking. Husserl asserted that
consciousness 1s intentional since an attitude towards the thing in
which we think is coming from self. It is obvious that McGinn view
self-consciousness as self-recognition. Like consciousness, it has
wider meaning. It refers to knowing the social and cultural
backgrounds that shape our personalities. Accordingly, the existence
of man and shaping human personality underlie human self-knowing.
It is also obvious that language plays an important role in shaping
consciousness. Consciousness as a perception of thinking self
includes expressing the thought content. There is not meaning for
realizing concepts away from language. The assumption that there is
no separation between thinking and language is a strong one, and that
thinking is necessary linguistically. By thinking, one can uncover and
verify the concept according to words and their meanings. In addition,
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there is no ambiguity in the strong assumption of the methodological
prioritization of language. The philosophers of language has referred
that this separation is not accepted without taking language as a basic
resource for the mental meanings of words. Hence, McGinn asserted
the relationship among self, language and meaning. In review of an
essay by Frege about sense and reference, McGinn was interested in
connection between sentence and reference, or the content expressed
by the sentence. He asked about the relationship between a sentence
and the signified that it expresses, and when various sentences
express the same meaning, and what shapes the meaning.

Key Words: Language, and Meaning Dialectic
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