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ABSTRACT:

The current study aimed at identifying the educational and
social dimensions of higher education privatization in Saudi Arabia
from the opinion of the academic leadership of the governmental
and private universities, in order to benefit from the educational
and social advantages and avoid the disadvantages related to the
higher education privatization in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
study applied the descriptive survey approach, and after the
application of the Study Tool (questionnaire) on a sample of (296)
of the academic leaders in the higher education governmental and
private university institutions. The Study revealed the following
main results:

— The study sample agrees on the expected educational
dimensions of higher education privatization in the Kingdom of
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Saudi Arabia from the opinion of academic leaders at the
governmental and private universities, including the increased
capacity of higher education institutions to provide free or cost
low scholarships for students who are academically superior,
financially incapable, and to promote the principle of freedom
of choice among students in selecting the quality of education
and scientific majors, and the application of academic
accreditation standards to improve performance in higher
education institutions.

The study sample agrees on the expected social dimensions of
privatization of higher education in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia from the opinion of academic leaders in public and
private  universities, including  providing  educational
opportunities for those who missed higher education
opportunities, and providing job opportunities for many Higher
education graduates through coordination with private sector
institutions, as well as opening the way for active participation
of governmental and private sectors institutions to support and
finance higher education institutions.

The study sample agrees on the impediments facing the
programs of higher education privatization in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia from the opinion of academic leaders at the
governmental and private universities, including the high tuition
fees in universities and private universities, and interest in
achieving profits, not the educational aspects.

Keywords: Privatization, Privatization of Higher Education,
Educational Dimensions, Social Dimensions.
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