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Recent Trends in Under-Five Mortality Studies
During the Period (2001-2021)

ABSTRACT

The study of under-five mortality is of great importance, to monitor
and evaluate current health programs and formulate future policies. The
study aims to inventory and review studies of under-five mortality in
foreign and Arab periodicals during the period (2001-2021) to identify
the recent trends in under-five mortality studies. The study included
3,315 research papers in foreign periodicals in the Scopus database and
the Web of Science database. Two hundred and nine research papers in
the selected foreign periodicals were studied, in addition to ninety-six
research papers in Arab periodicals.

The current study dealt with monitoring and classification of
research papers that dealt with the mortality of children under five, the
numerical and relative distribution, the qualitative classification of the
most important applications used, the temporal development of the
numbers and percentages of research, the geographical distribution of
research, qualitative classification, and methodological trends.

The current study has reached to several results, the most important
of which is the difference in some regions concerning the mortality rate
of children under five, and the percentage of studies directed to these
regions and territories, especially in the Arab world, and the small
Pacific island states. The methods and tools used in the mortality studies
of children under the age of five were also characterized by successive
development, as well as the variation and multiplicity of research
methods and tools between foreign and Arab studies.

The current study has recommended the necessity of increasing the
number of studies of under-five mortality in Territories where the rate is
high and the proportion of research targeting these regions such as the
Arab world, South Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa, and comprehensive
treatments for the subject of the study. The current study also has
recommended the necessity of studying the relationship between
mortality in children under five and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Key Words: Under-five mortality, Recent trends, Scientific periodicals.
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