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Spontaneous Urbanization as An Approach of Achieving the Social
Sustainability in The Egyptian Urban Context
Case study: The city of Kharja in the New Valley, the Western Desert, Egypt
Dr. Alaa Abdelhamid Abdelhamid Elmanzlawi
Lecturer, Architecture Department, Faculty of Fine Arts, Mansoura University

Abstract

The importance of studying the concept of spontaneous urbanization as one of the most
important strategies for social sustainability has emerged recently academically and practically.
It maximizes the benefits of the recent and future urban and community development. And
although it's an old concept in its genesis. But it's recent in its applications, studies, and
research. Old spontaneous communities have enjoyed their sustainability and pre-emption of
modern theories in environmental and psychological integration and the urban competence, as
well as the image of the community, through meeting general human requirements with
considering convenient between physical and spiritual sides. At a time when most modern cities
were experiencing of deficiencies in achieving this approach.

The research discusses the problematic of the difficulty in prioritizing criteria and indicators
for social sustainability related to the various urbanization groups. The research aims to set out
an indicative framework for assessing the social sustainability of spontaneous urbanization and
guides decision-makers in institutions to ensure the continuation of urban development. The
research discusses the concept of spontaneous urbanization, as well as the social sustainability
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and how to be measured. It presents an application that shows the priorities of the social
sustainability variables of the study area (the city of kharja), using questionnaires, comparative,
and analytical analysis.

The results showed that spontaneous urbanization is a flexible and open solution that can be
used as a tool to enable cities and human communities to become comprehensive, secure,
flexible, and sustainable, which assures the importance of the research in the need to restore
traditional spontaneous social principles and values with a new vision. To make the modern
urban environment socially sustainable that reflects the lives of members of society.

Key words

Social Sustainability, Spontaneity ,Housing spontaneous ,Spontaneous Urbanization ,Social
Consensus.
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