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A comparative study focusing on the reconstruction policies of old cities that are
affected by wars Application: The Old City of Sana'a
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Abstract

As known, wars and armed conflicts are among the main threats to historical cities; they
inflict damage, both economic and historic, that wipe out human history and the memory of
whole nations. One war is capable of destroying historic human accomplishments and the
creative ways to survive and build civilizations. The result of one war has severe impacts on
social, urban, and economic developments.

This research aims to deal with the reconstruction of historical city centers and their policies.
The focus of this study is going to be the old city of Sana’a that was partially damaged by the
ongoing war since 2015. The research also delves into the results of other global experiences
such as European and Middle Eastern affected sites. Besides, it analyzes these studies to
manifest activating future reconstruction policies.
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The research took an effective approach by reviewing past studies, papers, and theories that
deal with the reconstruction policies and their relation to historic city centers; as well as, study
and investigate examples of such policies. The research relied heavily on the analytical and
comparative methods of international experiences to develop results that can be applied to the
case study; the old city of Sana’a.

The results of the research are to identify economic, social, and urban areas that will contribute
to activating the reconstruction policies of historic city centers in general, and the old city of
Sana'a in particular.
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