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Incorporate Activities of "Intended Non-formal Learning" into Architectural Education
to Support the Achievement of Learning Competencies. "Applied Experience"

Sahar Rizk
Department of Architectural Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, Beni Suef University

Abstract

Studies have proven that architectural education programs in Egypt face real challenges in the
axes of the learning process, the existence of a gap between many of the achieved and intended
learning outcomes to achieve. In addition, the learning systems are considered to be knowledge-
based systems. Those represent fundamental obstacles to the achievement of the Egyptian
national plan (vision 2030) and its adoption by the Quality Assurance Authority for Education and
Accreditation. The importance of this study lies in its conclusion of a new learning policy —wasn’t
used in many architectural education programs in Egypt despite its great usefulness - and the
corresponding learning patterns, fields of use, and many benefits that contribute effectively to
increase the learning motivation and the ability for the architectural creativity of the student to
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overcome the obstacles that achieve the expected learning efficiencies. It aims to answer the
research hypothesis and questions about the effectiveness, benefits, and areas of using activities
of intended non-formal learning. It concluded a wide range of effective non-formal learning
patterns, and their benefits to the student and the educational program. It also gathered very
positive opinions and students’ comments on the use of patterns of this policy in the Department
of Architecture-Beni Suef University during the research. To form an integrated vision and
framework on the subject, heuristic inductive approaches were used. In order to implement the
applied part, the applied and descriptive approaches were used using information-gathering
tools. The research recommended generalizing the use and formal integration of informal learning
within formal education policies within architectural education programs according to the
conditions of each program. The results are considered a new pillar in the development of
architectural education policies to overcome the weaknesses of the learning environment and
system, the lack of capabilities, and the maximization of investment of program resources. Further
research is launched from it to study the corresponding implementation plans to implement the
proposed merger policy.
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