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Evaluating growth management policies in new urban settlements
in Egypt

Abstract

Increasing the efficacy of the role of new urban settlements in comprehensive
development in Egypt is a central government goal, as they constitute a main pillar in
the national urban development policy that seeks resolving problems related to
increased residential and urban growth in existing settlements, and the disrupted
population distribution on the national level. Several studies that evaluated the new
settlements experience in Egypt concluded that residential growth rates are very low,
except in 15" of May new town due to its location adjacent to Helwan. According to
the 2006 census, the percentage of new town residents does not exceed 10% of the
projected population in most cases. Similarly, no new town fulfilled targeted urban
growth rates, which also vary for different land uses within the same city, where
growth rates of industrial uses usually surpass those of residential areas. Tenth of
Ramadan new town is an evident demonstration. Managing residential and urban
growth in new settlements hence denotes an important challenge, mainly related to
the ability of development management policies to accomplish a balance between
the three - dimensional development system (economic - social - urban). Hence the
research problem tackled in this paper is the way to fulfill development sustainability
of new settlements through adequate management of urban and residential growth.
The paper hereby aims at evaluating management approaches for urban and
residential growth in new settlements, and their level of adaptability to meet changes
that could influence development sustainability. Adopted methodology is; first:
analysis of planning stance for growth stages in new urban settlements; second:
monitoring and analysis of the main principles and strategies guiding the formulation
of planning of growth stages in new settlements; third: outlining the direction and
features of future residential and urban growth.

Key words

growth management policies - new urban settlements - sustainability

L) — Bl L jead) cladiaal — gal 5 claliw

78



