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Transformation in place identity of Maadi suburb: Controlling factors

Abstract

Place identity is multidimensional facet stemming from a place's values, history, and
identifiable attributes comprising not only built-up and natural visual features, but
also residents' characteristics, living patterns and actions, and the essence these
create. It hence changes with time, as an outcome of local socio-economic,
administrative and legislative changes which are, in turn, a reflection of political,
economic and socio-cultural changes experienced by the society as a whole. This paper
studies place identity in Maadi, a suburb that had an initial distinctive identity which
witnessed vast changes especially during the last four decades of the twentieth
century, and the current century, in an attempt to outline an approach to preserve its
continuing aspects, and restore other possible declining dimensions. This is fulfilled
through analyzing these changes and their controlling factors since the suburb's
initiation till now. This period is classified into three main stages according to the
predominant political and economic incidents in Egypt; the first extends from the
initiation of the suburb in1905 till the 23 July 1952 revolution and the end of the British
occupation, followed by a stage of applying socialist economic policies during the
fifties and sixties, and finally a stage of capitalist economy and adoption of an open-
door policy since the early seventies. In addition, a fourth phase followed the 25th of
January 2011 revolution, renowned by weak surveillance and control. Controlling
factors are classified into socio-economic aspects, and management and control
systems.

Key words:
place identity — distinctive residential areas- sense of belonging
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