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Trends of Polarization Reversal in Egypt in the New Century

Abstract

Egypt has witnessed many attempts to break the intensity of its urbanization, starting with the
experiences of invading the desert and building the new valley in the early sixties, followed by
establishing the new cities in the second half of the seventies and eighties, and finally introducing
mega national projects in the late nineties. Perhaps the failure of any of these efforts to break
down urbanization to date is primarily related to the timing of direct intervention of the various
policies that were adopted during the previous period. It is well known in the literature on
regional planning that the urban system must be prepared for the occurrence of such
proliferation in order for the targeted policies to achieve their outcomes, which is known as the
phenomenon of “polarization reversal.” There is currently a change taking place on the State’s
developmental strategy through its attempt to accelerate the reverse polarization in terms of its
orientation towards mega national projects, which leads us to try to shed light on the positive
and negative aspects of this change in strategic directions. This paper aims to try to answer a
specific question: Has the date of reverse polarization in Egypt approached, or is the urban
system still far from the occurrence of such a phenomenon?

Keywords:

Urban system, polarization reversal, urban development, mega urban projects, new cities
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