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Reuse of Historic Buildings
Romanticism or urban Visibility

Abstract

Historic buildings have multiple uses and are classified based on their value to the community.
For example, Dubai has approximately 500 registered historical buildings and the government
allocated money to restore them. Unfortunately, the funding could only cover a small number of
historic structures. This issue is widespread in multiple other cities such as Cairo and Aleppo.
Therefore, it is essential to correctly classify and prioritize historic buildings based on the value
they present to society.

Previous research has answered the question of how and what restoration techniques should
take place, but this research aims to answer the question of why the restoration is necessary to
justify the funding allocated by governments towards their historic structures. It is important to
also realize the value of restoring historic buildings to a usable state, therefore adding a social,
and economic value to the building, rather than restoring the structure to only act as a non-
usable beautiful structure. This type of restoration ensures the building is an essential part of
society contributing to the economy of the city that restored it with great return on investment.
This research will provide a successful example of this restoration technique used in cities such
as Cairo and Aleppo.

The research aims to study the problems of reusing historical buildings and setting a framework
to identify a practical way of reuse and improving the economic performance of the structure.
The research also discusses the social role in the process of reuse as a main component of any
urban environment.

The research concludes by identifying three main options of successful historical reuse, which are
urban, economic and social roles. The research ends with recommendations that help in the
appropriate planning of historical buildings in urban areas, such as the concept of suitability to
integrate with the economic or social role, and the need to overcome traditional arrangements
in the spatial patterns of services and reformulate strategic alternatives according to the
appropriate urban vision to maintain the appropriate impact that helps the city economically and
socially and have more sustainable development values.

Key words:
Historic buildings, Urban Conservation and Preservation, Reuse, Economic and Social factors,
Heritage context, Cairo Aleppo city, Strategic planning.



