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The Impact of Commercial Areas on the Urban Fabric throughout the Ages, up to
the Contemporary Paradigm

Abstract

Markets and commercial areas play an essential and effective role in shaping the
character and identity of the city that reflect the region's history. They are considered
meeting zones and places to practice social and entertainment activities. Moreover,
they create voids and a distinct personality within the crowded urban fabric. Thus, this
research explores the distinctive architectural features, aesthetic values, reasons
behind their success, and distinctiveness to reach a contemporary paradigm .

In this context, the research investigates the commercial activity from a planning
perspective, its definition, spatial distribution throughout the city's composition,
appropriate areas, types, locations, factors affecting it, and its components.
Additionally, it explores commercial market development during different eras and
identifies the most important environmental and urban values of successful historical
models. The research likewise aims to reach an integrated approach to achieve
sustainability in commercial markets and disclose its local identity.

Keywords:
Markets - Commercial Areas - Economic Activity - Al-Wekala - Urban Fabric.



