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The Impact of Urban Expansion Patterns on the Social Costs inside Urban Areas

Abstract

Urbanization is a phenomenon that normally occurs in the civil communities.
Itis an old phenomenon that has aroused in almost all communities all over the world
throughout Human history. Urbanization took different forms that varied from one
community to another depending on the community itself, demographical and
environmental impacts as well as the major events through different ages.
One of the most prominent urbanization results is the expansion and growth of cities
horizontally and vertically according to the growth of population which became a
global phenomenon, that is not limited to a specific area, in the current time. Such
urbanization took different patterns that resulted in many controversies over which
of these patterns have the lowest social cost. Recently, the Social aspect has gained
increasing attention and this is why this research paper focuses on identifying the best
urban expansion pattern with the minimal social cost.
Each pattern is characterized by a social formula, nature of relationships between
members of the same family and between the individual and the community as well
as beliefs, customs, traditions, and categorical relations that differ from a pattern to
another.
Accordingly, this research paper aims at providing an answer to the following
guestion: What is the best urban expansion pattern with the minimal social cost? This
research compares between four urban expansion patterns and selects some factors
that if made available, the social cost of each pattern would decrease while taking into
account, the definition of relationships and social networks where the more the social
relationships increase with the ability to establish networks in the community, the less
the social cost will be. This research proves that the most social cost effective pattern
is the informal pattern that is Accrete Growth (slums) while the social cost increases
with the formal pattern that is discrete growth (new town).
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