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Abstract

In several occasions, the Egyptian government has announced its adoption of a
comprehensive developmental approach that seriously intends to better the living
and urban conditions of informal settlers. The State has triggered a group of
programs and projects that supposedly contribute to bringing the State's strategy
into reality. However, a previous study (Elfoly & Shalaby, 2014) has shown that a
state of separation/contradiction exists between these programs and the announced
strategy, and, instead of the announced comprehensive developmental approach, an
investment-based land management approach of informal areas has been brought
into action. Therefore, an in-depth investigation of the process though which these
programs are produced, along with its controlling value system, is a necessity.

Hence, this research poses a question: what is the production process of the
informal housing programs, irrelevant to the announced strategy? And what is the
value system which stands behind this process?

In order to answer this question, this qualitative research adopts documentary
analysis approach to identify the official framework of this process, and a case study
approach, where data is collected, triangulated and analyzed for three selected
informal areas' projects aiming at understanding their actual production process and
its controlling value system. Research methods used include documentary data
resources, such as projects' TORs and official meetings' reports, and semi-structured
interviews with projects' experts, official representatives and key persons to the field
of informal areas in Egypt.

This research aims at developing the current process through understanding how it
works and what values contribute to its current status, suggesting, thereafter, a set
of remedial recommendations.

Keywords: Informal areas, unsafe areas, urban processes, urban structures and
legislations.



