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Constructing a Conceptual Framework towards Understanding Urban
Transformations of Waterfronts

ABSTRACT

Egypt has many river cities in which the Nile River plays a significant role in shaping
its urbanism. The waterfront of these cities stands as the nucleus of an arena in
which a conflict takes place among an interrelated interconnected web of forces.
The outcome of this city-scale conflict takes its utmost form in the city's waterfront.
However, Egyptian waterfronts have not been well studied to effectively identify its
boundaries, typologies, transformation patterns and shaping forces. This study is
crucial if an effective urban management proposal of these waterfronts is sought.

This research stands as a first step towards understanding waterfront urbanism in
Egypt. It constructs a conceptual/theoretical framework of how to identify
waterfronts' boundaries, typologies and forces behind its urban transformations. To
construct this framework, this theoretical paper critically reviews ample literature in
the fields of urban planning and design, political economy, and urban management,
analyzing and bringing together diverse concepts and theories.

Keywords: waterfronts, urban transformation, urban typology, urban processes,
conceptual-theoretical frameworks.



