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The Remedy of Visual Pollution on Circulation Axes in Mountain Environment
An Applied Study of AL-Hada Ring Road, Taif
Maged Kamal Mohammad Attia
Assistant professor, Faculty of Engineering, Helwan University

Abstract

Despite being one of the most important tourist destinations, Al-Hada, in Taif, suffers
from a visual pollution that is obviously noticed from the first sight. For its tourist
importance, the official bodies are interested in solving this problem which
exacerbates with growing rates. The present study, thus, attempts to develop an
integrated plan to remedy the visual pollution on Al-Hada ring road. The intended
solution is not limited to treating buildings facades solely; rather, it extends to
include providing local character and expressing the prevailing mountain tourism
activity. The study adopts a research methodology which starts with the review of
the design criteria in mountain environment. In order to monitor the problem, sights
along Al-Hada ring road were documented, the legal framework was reviewed,
interviews with officials in charge of urban management were held and communal
behaviour was observed. The study concludes that the remedy is not in the hands of
official bodies alone; but, it is an integrated system that includes many axes. The first
axis aims at enhancing the performance of officials by providing mechanisms,
qualified personnel and technical support. Other axes include the amendment of
urban regulations, besides, modifying behaviors associated with visual pollution and
raising communal awareness.

Keywords: Visual Pollution, Mountain areas, Al-Hada ring road
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