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Functional Integration between Listed Buildings* and Surrounding
Urban Environment
Case study: (Elgamalia Neighborhood - Wekalas)

Abstract:
Urban environment is a unique product of society; it represents the society in allit’s
economic, social and political aspects.

Societies change over time, and accordingly urban environment change and differ. Such
changes in urban environment represents a huge problem to areas surrounding highly
valued buildings, therefore these areas must be a subject of concerned studies due to its
importance. Accordingly, the original building function should be ensured; as well as the
functional integration between listed buildings and the urban environment surrounding
them.

Therefore, this study focuses on monitoring and analyzing similarities and differences
between the functional integration of the surrounding urban environment in three listed
(highly valued) historic buildings that share function, built up period and urban context.

The study also monitors activity changes that occurred in urban environment as an attempt
to explain the reasons behind these changes over time. In order to preserve the old heritage
represented in listed (highly valued) urban buildings.

The importance of this study lies in combining highly valued buildings and environments
with technological development, change in human needs, cultural, educational and societal
concepts that change over time. Finding a clear interpretation of the current situation is
considered a first step towards solving such urban problems and establish a group of
guidelines and recommendations that help researchers interested in highly valued
heritage area’s development. This Interpretation will also lead towards preserving highly
valued heritage areas for touristic activities and development of the urban environment.

Keywords: valued areas, valued Built environment, Human behavior

* Listed Buildings, are a building that has been placed on the Statutory List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. Or,
buildings that listed as architectural heritage.
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