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Housing Demand and Vacancy Supply: a new vision for the Egyptian housing problem
Abstract

The paper presents a practical attempts dealing with one of the most critical challenges facing
the creation of modern Egypt which is the housing problem. Over the last decades the Egyptian
government has tried to adopt and to promote various of foreign and local strategies aiming to
overcome the housing problem. However, none of the adopted strategies have been able to
address the real case of the Egyptian situation not only that but the problem have been the
main source of pressure imposed on the already exhausted and fragile Egyptian economic sector
of the country. The real problem of the housing sector in Egypt starts when the government
interfered in the relation between the demand and the supply side trying to impose control on
the sector. Such strategies and laws has drives the private sector to cease their investments in
the housing sector. The Egyptian government spends annually around 22 billion Egyptian
pounds in constructing and creating new developments for the low and the middle income
social classes in Egypt. Although the huge amount of investments over the past years the
situation is getting worth and a few units of the built ones due to the corruption really reaches
the true deservers for these units.

The fragile situation of the Egyptian economic lately in addition to the imigration trend from the
rural to the urban areas all over the country has lead to the appearance of a new housing
development sector know as the informal housing sector. The investment in the informal
housing sectors forms around third of the total investment in the Egyptian economic sector,
mainly paid by Egyptian migrants outside or inside the country.

The paper provokes the ability of the informal housing sector nowadays to hold the real
practical solution for the Egyptian housing problems. Attempting to prove such ability the
papers aims to define the vacancy rate among the informal housing based on a field survey
study. The output of the study is the quantity and location of the vacancy units among the
Egyptian informal sector among the Great Cairo Region. The paper provides a practical
applicable strategy for overcoming the problems of the Egyptian housing sector.

Keywords

housing vacancy rates; informal hosing; demand and supply of the Egyptian housing sector
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