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Small projects as one of the axes of the development of small settlements

Abstract

The main issue o the research is to examine "The role of small projects in
economic/urban development in small urban settlements". These urban settlements are
often marginalized for many reasons, most notably their inability to influence the
political, economic and social environment, which eventually led to their isolation and
increased the gap between these urban settlements and the rest of the urban
settlements in Egypt, in an effort to reduce the variance between urban settlements in
Egypt and increase the role of small urban settlements, this topic will be addressed
through two main aspects to achieve development, urbanization and economy in Egypt,
the first aspect: The importance of small projects in small urban settlements, as a spatial
dimension, as one of the mechanisms of reducing the variance between the urban
settlements by rebalancing the economic base of stability and development and on the
other hand increasing the urban and population capacity, the urban balance within the
region, whether at the local (Markaz or Governorate) or regional level, the aspect of
these urban settlements are: small market and population size, low level of human
resources available, poor level of infrastructure and services, financing limitations and
the weakness of its mechanisms. These small urban settlements can neither attract nor
provide an attractive and incubating environment for projects. So, they may be more

likely to attract small projects that can provide the right environment for them.

The second aspect is small projects, which constitute the backbone of economic and
social development in developing countries, through their direct contribution to the
economic dimension by empowering employment, providing training opportunities,
improving the level of production, contributing to the total value-added, increasing
incomes and contributing to the social dimension and providing goods and services to

different community groups.

Since the current trend of the state is not to directly support economic activities, and
because the structure of small urban settlements is more suitable for small projects,
thus the main issue of research is the importance of encouraging the private sector to
establish small projects in small urban settlements through the introduction of a group
of the administrative and regulatory aspects and identifying mechanisms to increase this
role and attract more small projects to achieve the objectives of economic and social
development and achieve a part of the balance lost between the urban settlements in

Egypt.
Key words: Small urban settlements - Small projects - Administrative, legislative and
institutional aspects
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