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Abstract

Children represent a high percentage of urban open space users. Their playing areas
are an important part to contribute of child personality building. It helps them to get out
the child’s energy, give them physiological and cognitive developments thus they will grow
healthily. Therefore, the design of these spaces requires studying the nature of the
different categories of child ages to investigate functional and aesthetics child needs. The
successful design could make positive contributions to their development aspects and turn
playing areas into attractive elements to the child and urban space users as a whole. The
research problem is that the playing area as a major component of open spaces consist of
traditional elements distributed and linked with visual and movement relations to achieve
the desired functions without understanding the preferred aesthetics, sensory, and form
aspects for the child, so it is considered as a design problem.

this paper aims to determine the principles of preferred aesthetics as an important
attraction factor in the space also it is responsible for the child's first impression in space
which can attract children to play outdoor. Therefore, it aims to produce a new approach
to design child playing areas that depend on the aesthetics child needs.

Keywords: urban open space - Children's Skills Development - principles of preferred
aesthetics for Children's Spaces



