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Proposed Framework for Identifying and Certifying of
Natural Reserves Areas

Abstract

Conservation of the environment is the main concern in the modern era, especially
after being subjected to many violations such as pollution, drying of wetlands, destruction
of coral reefs, construction of roads and dams, and building of cities and residential areas.
Although the issue of biodiversity is one of the most important environmental issues with
a direct impact on human beings, it’s effects and benefits are still unclear to many.
Extinction rates have risen to the highest levels since the last 60 million years, due to
unsustainable human activities.

The paper aims, based on a number of theoretical and analytical studies, to
introduce and to prove the efficiency of the ‘natural reserves’ as an approach, to provide
the required economic revenues from sensitive natural areas while being able to save its
biodiversity and environmental sensitivity at the same time. Furthermore, the paper aims
to provide a practical tool for locating, identifying and setting the boundaries of natural
reserve areas.

Based on theoretical studies and analysis for a number of international and
national case studies, the paper aims to identify, report and interpret the international
standards for natural reserve areas. Finally, a framework for identifying natural reserve
areas is proposed. The proposed framework was further refined based on a field survey
with experts in the field. The final framework was practically applied and tested on a
number of case studies proving its efficiency as a tool for locating, identifying and
certifying natural reserve areas.

Key Words: Environment, Biodiversity, Natural Reserves Areas, Environmentally Sensitive

Areas.



