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The classification of the urban population stability as a guide for preparing strategic plans for
city-regions in Egypt

Ebtihal Ahmed
Department of Regional Development, Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, Cairo University

Abstract

The Law of 119 has aligned the strategic planning as an important approach to formulate the
national, governorates, cities and villages plans. But the law did not include the city-region level
and its sub-levels, given that the proposed plans are regulated with the "Haize" to control the
urban growth, and local projects are sufficient to bring out development. The strategic planning
methodological process showed a gap in terms of the spatial distribution of the economic
activities and regional services, an imbalance between populated areas, and insufficient needs.
Therefore, the paper will address the classification criteria of city-regions based on the
understanding of the nature of the relationship between the city and its rural hinterland, that
could be used in profiling city-regions in Egypt, as well as focusing on the studies that could be
taken into the strategic planning process methodology. The research discusses the importance
of the city-region level for different strategic development policies, reviews the literature and
case studies about profiling criteria for the city-regions, then tests the criteria chosen for profiling
the Egyptian city-regions; using the urban population stability changes between four censuses,
and the research ends with sets of interventions required to plan each class of city-region.

Key words: Functional Region, Urban Stability, Urban Rural Region



