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Rab Simhah Synagogue
In the Kariates's Jewish quarter at Cairo; Historical study
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Rabi Simha Karaite Synagogue in 1984,
Engraved by the Author based on an old photograph by: Radovan, Zev
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Al-Qudsi Murad (2006) "The Karaite Jews of Egypt, 1882-1986), USA,2nd Press, P.87.

The Karaite Families, after: Farhi Orgnization, ID: 11150 , F197 , updated 3 Jun 2014.
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D.Sklare: "A Guide to Collections of karaite Manuscripts", in M.Polliak (ed.);"Karaite Judaism: a guide to its
history and Literary Sources", Leiden, Press2003, PP.893-924 (894). Ben Outhwaite, Siam Bhayro: "From
a Sacred Source": Genizah Studies in Honour of Professor Stefan C. Reif. Cambridge Genizah Studies
Series", BRILL,Press2010,Pp44-45.
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Rabi Simha Karaite Synagogue in 40s or 50s, Engraved by the Author based on an old photograph
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L "Exterior of the Simcha Karaite synagogue, where my mom’s family worshiped in Jewish Quarter of
Cairo, Egypt. I’m told the Arabic reads: “Important Notice. This property is listed architectural heritage:
Jewish synagogue. The sale or rental of the property, or any other use for profit, is forbidden.” (Photo &
Translation by K.H.)", After: Shawn Licha: on 3 Oct 2013.
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Rabi Simha Karaite Synagogue 's Gate in 2013,

Engraved by the Author based on modern Photo taken By K.H.
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Rab Simhah Synagogue in the Karaites's Jewish quarter at Cairo; Historical study

Ahmed Zakaria Zaki Ali
Department of Planning and Urban Design, Faculty of Engineering, Ain Shams University

Abstract

Rab Simhah Synagogue is a small square building located in the Kariate allay in the Jewish quarter
in Cairo at the district EI-Gammalia, it has been standing there for more than500 years serving as
the main synagogue for Egyptian Karaites, and as a house of their religious court, in this long
period, the synagogue had been restored and rebuilt for some times, but it's still one of the most
important monuments attributed to one of the most strange Jewish sects. The simple and direct
architecture isn't a good reflection of the historical richness and how this Synagogue is bonded to
secrets of the Egyptian Jewish society, the historical treasure of that building is the Kariate's
Geniza, which had been discovered late 19th, that why the name of the Synagogue kept repeating
from then tell now, in Arab and Jewish studies by a wide range of scholars interested in
documenting and studying Egyptian Geniza, but yet there is no single study had been devoted to
the architecture or historical value of this monument, this shortage of research have been
reflected on the neglected and ignores the building suffers today because it never been indexed
on any Egyptian monuments list, it is candid to be brought down to the ground while all of the
Synagogue's history lost with the destruction's dust.

By reviewing all previous resources; Arabic, Karaites, and Rabbinic involved with the history of
Rab Simhah Synagogue, to build historical documentation of this architectural monument in
modern time starting from year1866 to now, this documentation may give this building a chance
to remain, by revealing out its true history.

Key words: Jews of Egypt; Karaites; Rab simha; synagogue architecture; Cairo; Jewish quarter



