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Abstract:

Several structural changes have been occurred in the planning of the national urban system in both
developed and developing countries due to the implications of globalization and the emerging of
international labor division process; global job specialization and spatial convergence resulting from
the development in the means of transportation, telecommunications and information networks, ICT
and the digital economy. This in turn has developed the cities’ networks locally and globally and the
uprising trend towards an open and globally integrated urban system, in such a way that exceeds the
ability of any country to keep its closed hierarchical local urban system as a closed local system of
cities at the national level and never integrating with global cities networks. Therefore, the city
Networks approach (open national urban system) is an alternative to the old Hierarchical closed
national urban system. These new driving forces have fostered and exacerbated the already fueled
urban primacy and polarization processes in developing countries, which in turn affirmed the dual
urban system (duality) comprising the few booming dominant global megacities (mainly its national
capitals metropolises versus the vast majority of decayed small sizes and low competence cities).
Thus, given these structural changes, has raised many questions concerning the identification of the
appropriate criteria for classifying the system of cities, particularly identifying on what bases and
criteria the cities can be classified into a group of cities.

The research affirms the existence of the urban duality in the Egyptian Urban system, whereas 75%
of the existing Egyptian cities are decaying physically and economically, compared to 25% of cities
with medium and large development capabilities, which necessitates employing standardized multi-
dimensions/variables classification approach when categorizing groups of Egyptian cities. The
research confirms the effectiveness of a Node (city) potential index model. This model compiles the
traditional system of cities classification criteria reflecting the traditional hierarchical system concept
with a modern set of classification criteria capable of measuring the potential capabilities of all
Egyptian cities’ classes, particularly those are able to engage in the global economy, based on their
productive, economic, functional or competitive potential. The research identifies and classifies the
Egyptian cities into six groups of cities according to their inherent development capabilities and
emphasized the effectiveness of the twelve variables used in the classification that are able to
explain more than 85% of the differences in the development capabilities of Egyptian cities.
Moreover, the research determines two main factors which are able together to explain 86% of the
variance and differences in the inherent development capabilities of Egyptian cities. However, the
results affirm that the Egyptian urban system is still at 2017, to extent very local and hierarchical
closed one at the national level with few global and semi-global megacities and gateway cities. This
is due to the fact that the classification variables belonging to the traditional vertical closed and
hierarchical urban system can explain 61% of the variance in the development capabilities of
Egyptian cities which are exceeding the explanation abilities of the classification variables belonging
to the new globally open networking urban system, which can explain 31% only of the variance.
Finally, the paper emphasizes the importance of the economic capabilities of the Egyptian cities
comprising their productivity, function, agglomeration, economic specialization, FDI attraction which
are able to explain 58% of the variance among the Egyptian cities capability potentials. On
Contrarily, the urban and city size potentials are able to explain 42% of the variance in the Egyptian
cities’ capability potentials, which in turn accentuates the sensitivity of the Egyptian cities to the
economic and production factors either being domestic or FDI investments more than their urban
size, rank, functional or locations.
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