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The Effects of Traffic Accidents on the Most Important
Macroeconomic Indicators in Saudi Arabia

An Analytical Study for the Period from 2000 to 2014.

Hamdy M. Brakat*. & Mohamed H.Tooma* *

* Assistant Professor, College of Arts & Sciences, in Tabarjal
Jouf University.

** Assistant Professor, College of Arts & Sciences, in Tabarjal

Jouf University

This study deals with the problem of traffic accidents and
their effects on the most important macroeconomic indicators in
Saudi Arabia. Where the economic concept of the traffic
accident, the causes of traffic accidents, types and components
have been defined. The different methods have been presented
to calculate their cost. The statistical method has been used
through traffic statistics from various sources in different years.
In addition to descriptive analytical approach to these statistics
in order to describe, identify and diagnose the problem being
researched in question to reach its various dimensions, and its
effects on the most important macroeconomic indicators in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (Domestic product, employment sector

indicators, and trade balance).
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This study concluded that:

1_

Traffic accidents are the second leading cause of death in

Saudi Arabia after infectious diseases.

The excess speed and cut traffic light is one of the main
causes of traffic accidents, and constitute in the lowest

estimates about 6(0% of the total incidents

The rate of loss of human resources and financial and
natural resources is very high in Saudi Arabia, where the
economic cost of traffic accidents in the Kingdom about
87 billion Saudi Riyals in 2014, which represents
approximately 4.7% of the national product of the
Kingdom annually — and exceeds the weakness of losses
in some industrial countries Developed such as USA,

England and Australia.

The rate of loss of human resources in productive working
age represents about 88% of the total number of deaths
and injuries, which negatively affects the indicators of the

employment sector.

The loss of national output exceeds double the loss in
some advanced industrial countries such as the United
States of America, England and Australia. Which is
reflected negatively on macroeconomic indicators,
especially the trade balance in the form of increased
imports of vehicles and spare parts, medicines and

medical equipment.
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The implementation of the 'Saher' system did not
contribute to the reduction of traffic accidents, deaths and
accidents due to traffic accidents. which increased during
the study period from 2000 to 2013 by 72%, 7%, 29%,

respectively.

The study concluded the necessity of:

1_
2_

Extensive punishment, not limited to material fines.

To include the study of the traffic system within the
educational plans in the educational stages, with the
continuous traffic awareness in all media, audio and
video, and to highlight the negative effects of traffic

accidents on society.

To be guided by the global experiences of traffic safety
projects and increase the volume of expenditure in this

field.

Taking car of Public transportation in the cities, especially

bus transport.

Establish centers and institutes for transport and traffic
research in Saudi Universities, entrusted with the work of
research and practical studies in the field of transport, and
enhance cooperation between them and the various traffic
departments in the Kingdom in conducting scientific

studies aimed at reducing traffic accidents.
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