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Abstract 

The study was titled “The Dilemmas of Kuwait’s Foreign 

Trade in the First Half of the Twentieth Century (1918-1945), in 

which it deals with the role played by Kuwait as a trading 

country that depends on the trade of import and export by land 

and sea. The coast of India and the Arabian Gulf; part of it is re-

exported by sea to nearby ports, and the bulk of it is re-exported 

by land to Badia Najd, Hail and Qassim. 

This commercial activity has become a great economic 

return and financial income for Kuwait, rulers and ruled, but it 

did not enjoy this economic recovery for a long time until it was 

afflicted by many crises that helped in the stagnation of Kuwaiti 

trade at the time. The first of these was the customs crisis 

between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, which was known as the 

dispute crisis when Ibn Saud prevented his subjects from trading 

with Kuwait’s merchants, which affected Kuwait’s markets 

greatly, and that period became one of the worst periods in the 

relations between the governments of Kuwait and Najd.

It also dealt with the growth and spread of smuggling 

activity between Kuwait and its neighbors, such as the 

smuggling trade in arms, gold, and consumer goods as an 

inevitable result of the stagnation of the transit trade on which 

the Kuwaiti economy relied due to the suspension of the masaba 

trade. The first, and the dying craft of pearl diving, then dealt 

with the global economic crisis, which paralyzed Kuwait's trade 

as a result of the commercial recession and the decline in prices 

worldwide. 

Keywords: 



 



  

 

 

*  



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 



  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

(11) Kuwait Political Agency Arabic Documents(1899 –1949)Internal Affa irs 

Vo1 Major J.C More  to Iben Saud 13 May 1923  P . 

 

  



  

 

 

(13) Kuwait political agency-Arabic Documents( 1899 – 1949) Internal Affairs 

Vo13; the Honorablepolitical resident.7the July 1923P : 438. 

 

(15) F.O  371/16019 Consul general Biscoe to the Secretary of State Colonies 

5/2/1932.

 (16) F.O. 371/16019.From His Majesty King of Hedjaz to C Colonel  Biscoe 
29/2/1932.

Kuwait Political Agency -Arabic Documents 1899-1949  Internal Affairs vol-

6 p  433

 

(20) Kuwait Political Agency -Arabic Documents  1899-1949 Internal Affairs  

vol  6  Iben Saud to Lt-col H.R.P. Dickson 7/may 1935p  422.

(21) Ibid Confidential  letter from his Excellency then Ruler of  Kuwait to the 

political Agent Kuwait 23 rd January 1936 P: 460  

(22) Ibid Drafts regulations on question of musabala between Saudi Arabia and 

Kuwait p 462-469. 

(23) Ibid From Political Agent Kuwait to his Excellency sheik Ahmed Al Jabir 

ALssabah 13th may 1936  : 464. 

(24) Ibid.  Capt G.S.H. de Gaury to sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir with a number of a 

amendment to regulations comment by P A on regulations 3oct 1936. p 477-

480



 

(25) Ibid Sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir to Capt G.S.H.de Gaury objecting to amendments 

8oct 1936 p 485 

: 

 

(27) Kuwait Political Agency Arabic Documents 1899-1949) Internal Affairs 

Vol 6. copy of rough drafts revised trade regulations between Saudi Arabia 

and  Kuwait  p524-525.

  

(30) Kuwait political agency-Arabic documents (1899-1949) Archive Edition Vol-

.2. Sheikh Mubarak to Capt W.H.I. Shakes pear 8 may 1910. P: 721. 

(31)The Persian Gulf  Trade Report  1905 – 1940 Archive Edition 1994- Vo1:1

,  trade Report for Kuwait for the year 1910-1911 W.H.L Shakespeare 

Captain Political Agent Kuwait, : 4. 

(32) The Persian Gulf administration repor-t.vo.ix.- Archive Edition.1986-.p.49-50. 

(33) Records of Kuwait Arabic Documents (1899-1949) Internal Affairs-Archive 

Edition Vo1  4 Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jabir to Col H.R.B. Dickson denying such 

allegations22 Apr1936  P.194-195. 

(34)The Persian Gulf administration repor-t.vo.ix.- Archive Edition.1986-.p.49-50. 

(35)F.O 371 /18909 smuggling from Kuwait into iraq,by Mr. ward Kuwait 10th 
May 1935. 

(36) Kuwait Political Agency Arabic Documents( 1899-1949)I nternal Affairs  

vol  7.  letter from ministryof foreign Affairs .Baghdad to British 

Ambassador…  P  41

   

(38)  F.O.371/21813 Tel U.K. Delegation Geneva from Kuwait into Iraq 20/9/19  



  

 

 

 

Huri 

(45) bid cap G.S.H de Gaury to Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jabir. 17 march 1938   p 432

433. 

(46)Ibid C.J Pelly to sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir regarding 500 cases of pepper illegally 

shipped to Kuwait from India 22 Apr 1944  P : 413

 

 

 

 

 

 109



 

(58) IOR, R / 15 / 533, Copy of telegram from British embassy, Bagdad to the 
foreign office, London, dated 15th Dec., 1934, no.274

(59) IOR, /15 / 1 / 533. Telegram from ambassador, Bagdad to secretary of state for 
foreign affairs,  London, dated 19th Feb. 1935, no.47 

(60) F.O.371/21813 Tel U.K. Delegation Geneva from Kuwait into Iraq 20/9/1938.

) 

 

 

(67) Kuwait political agency Arabic Documents(1899–1949) Internal 

Affairs Vol 10 Sheikh Ahmad al Jabir to Capt S.H. de Gaury 19 Jan 1938 p  

428.

(68) Ibid  Capt .G. S.H. de Gaury to Sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir 19 Jan 1938  P

 

(69) Ibid  cap G.S.H de Gaury to Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jabir. 17 march 1938  p 432

433. 

(70) Ibid C.J Pelly to sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir regarding 500 cases of pepper 

illegally shipped to Kuwait from India 22 Apr 1944  P : 413  

(71)Ibid cap G.S.H de Gaury to Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jabir. 17 march 1938  p 432

433.

 



  

 

 

(74) From Political Agent, Kuwait, to the Political Agent Bahrain, 3 march 1923, 
Records of the Persion gulf pearl fisheries, vol.2, pp.217 - 21

(75)Haworth, Report of Kuwait for the year 1927 the Persian Gulf Administration 
Report vol.8 p. 40

 

 

(78) Dickson, Report of Kuwait for the year1929the Persian Gulf Administration 

Report vol.8,p.65-  

(79)  Ibid:  Dickson, Administration Report for the Kuwait for the year 1930, vol. 
8, pp. 57-58 

(80)Ibid: Dickson, Administration Report of Kuwait for the year 1932, , vol .IX, pp. 
65-66

81

 82

  

(83) Ibid: Dickson, Administration Report of Kuwait for the year 1932, , vol. IX, 
pp. 68  

84

(86) Villiers. Allan. The Sons of Sinbad .New York , Charles Scribner's & 
Sons,1969. pp. 513-516

(87) Ibid :Villiers. Allan. The Sons of Sinbad  Sons,1969 p.374  

 

 

   


