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Inheritance of Woman between Islamic Law and Social
Reality: A Sociological Study of a Rural Sample

Abstract

The issue of inheritance is crucial. It is the duty by which Islam
regulates the transfer and distribution of wealth after the death of its
owner due to its social and economic importance. The significance of
inheritance has increased in the present era, especially in campaigns
aiming at excluding it and revealing the miraculousness of the Holy
Qur’an and its excellence as an economic and social system. The Holy
Qur’an has already raised this recipient of the regulations of
inheritance on the unity of human kind, which calls for the protection
of vulnerable groups, especially in the economic sphere, so as not to
transform relations in society into relations of conflict and
antagonism, which destroy and impede its economic process.

The present study attempts to describe, analyze and diagnose the
inheritance of woman between Islamic law and social reality in the
countryside. This is carried out by revealing the sources of awareness
among rural women on the issue of inheritance, monitoring the
problems of inheritance in rural society and the implications of
inheritance conflict in rural society at the family and community level.
The study, further, aims to explore whether deprivation of and
prevention from inheritance are inherited or decreased values
according to social variables, and determine the mechanisms used to
solve the problems caused by inheritance. An in-depth interview was
conducted on a sample of 20 cases at two villages in Ashmoun,
Menoufia Governorate. The results of the study revealed that the
problem does not lie in the awareness but the extent to which the right
can be obtained, the diversity of the sources of knowledge of
inheritance in the light of the various variables, and the insistence on
applying various methods, whether negotiations or customary councils
or courts to get it and the negative impact of the whole issue on
familial relations in most cases.
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