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Abstract:

Since Alexander came to Egypt and its administrative system was
almost fixed for long periods of time, throughout the Ptolemaic era, the
Egyptian administrative systems continued with slight changes,
especially in the upper administration in Alexandria, which was headed
by the Ptolemaic king.

While Egypt was one of the most important Roman states, and this
situation continued in the Byzantine era, and this resulted in the
importance of placing its ruler with the Emperor, as he placed one of
the military leaders as ruler of Egypt and was called the Prefect.

It seems that the function of the prefect appeared to be
compatible with the administrative reforms that took place during the
reign of Emperor Augustus during his reign in Egypt. Especially since
the emperor is a foreign king who is not present in Egypt and there
must be a ruler who exercises all the powers of the king.

The Prefect in Egypt in the Byzantine era enjoyed all the powers and
was directly subordinate to the emperor, who could only appoint or
dismiss him. He used to reside in Alexandria, and he did not leave it
except to hold high trials, once in Lower Egypt and another in Upper
Egypt. He had the right to appoint all employees of the central
administration in Egypt.

Hence the importance of clarifying the function of the Prefect and its
assigned tasks in all military, economic, administrative and judicial
aspects, which makes us have a clearer picture of the history of Egypt
in that important time period.
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3_ A. Bouche — Leclerq, Histoire De La Gides , Paris , 1906 , p . 126 .

4~ Milne ( J.G), History of Egypt Under Roman rule , London , 1898 , p.2.
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Philadelphia, 1930, vol 2, p. 298.
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I_ Keenan (J) , The name of Flavius and Aurelius as a status of de

assignation in Later Roman Egypt , ZPE , vol 11 ,p . 44 — 46 .

2_ Johnson ( A.ch ) , West (L.C) , Byzantine Egypt Economic studies |,
Princeton, 1949 , p . 210 .

3_ Lindsay (J) : Daily Life in The Roman Egypt , London, 1963, p . 125 . &
Bell (H.T) , Anti — Semitism in Alexandria in the (J.R.S), volxxxI|, London,
1941 , p . 6 . & Milne ( J.G) : History of Egypt Under Roman rule,
London, 1898, p.2.
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'~ Rouillard (G): Administration,p.28.
2 Book (E-R) & Dunlap (J.E), Two studies in Later Roman and Byzantine
Administration , New York , 1924 , p. 30-31 .

3_ Johnson (R.C) & West (L.C) , Egypt and The Roman Empire, p.148 .
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2~ Milne (J.G), History of Egypt, p. 5-6 & Jones (A.H.M), The Later Roman
Empire (284 — 602 A.D), vol 2, Oxford, 1964, p.728 & Bagnall (R.S) ,
Egypt in late Antiquity, p.157.

3~ Kamil (J.), Coptic Egypt, History and Guide, Copy right, 1987, p.25.
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2 Bury(J.B): History of The Later Roman Empire, vol 1, London, 1923, p.25
& Lindsay(J.), Daily Life, p. xix.
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