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Summary:

In the history of civilization, the seas have represented a tool
that connected war and peace, and the most evident of that is the
Mediterranean basin, the abundant focus of civilization radiation. On
its flanks many civilizations arose, and despite the different nature
of the regions bordering the Mediterranean basin, it represented the
meeting point of the coasts of Europe’s many islands and rugged
mountainous islands, and the mountainous coasts of Asia with
many meanders, and Africa’s sandy coasts with few gorges, bays
and peninsulas. The nature of the Mediterranean coasts contributed
In establishing and fortifying wealthy cities after the Islamic society

began to participate in the life and events of the Mediterranean and
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had the power to innovate in it. He considered the model of
Mahdia, with its defensive location, a naval fortress in the middle of
the African coast, defying nature and the

Byzantine and Umayyad fleets, and preparing to repel all
rebellions in Morocco and Africa Rarely did we find in Islamic
history a city that played an important role in preserving the state of
its founder and directing it to its history, such as the gap of Mahdia,
and this warlike character and loophole were reflected on the
architecture of the city of Mahdia and mixed with ideological
features that were clear through studying the city’s planning and the
mechanisms used to fortify it in 308 AH / 920 CE. The study sheds
light on the city of Mahdia as a maritime outpost whose mission is
to defend the borders of the Shiite Fatimid state that arose in the
heart of the Sunni expansion and protect it from external dangers,
and as the royal capital of the Fatimids and the second defense line
and source of supply of the loophole, and a focal point for launching
military campaigns and a center for collecting information and
details on the countries of enemies, in addition to It is a field of
influence and influence in the various fields of life, and aims to
introduce the outposts and their importance, to show the roles
played by the outposts in terms of politics, military and security, and
to clarify the role of the Fatimid state to strengthen the defensive

character of the city of Mahdia, and then characterized it with a
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functional and practical nature. The research deals with this study in
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several sections: The first topic deals with the importance and
reasons for establishing the stomata for Muslims, choosing a site
and determining the location of the Mahdia gap in light of several
considerations, the most important of which is the effect of the
nature of the Mediterranean basin and the topography of its floor on
the choice of the location of the city of Mahdia, and the change of
concepts that governed the choice of locations for cities in the
cities. While the second section reviews the establishment of the
royal city according to an urban and military vision that became
clear in the way the walls were erected and the doors and towers
interspersed and surrounded by a (trench) faction, an increase in its
security 333 AH / 944 CE, while the third section deals with the
religious and civil facilites of the city of Mahdia of a defensive
character and its impact on City planning in light of the patterns of

Islamic city plans
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