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“Somalia" the country of Berbers in East Africa in the Compilations of
Muslim geographers and travelers during the period from the third century to
the eighth century HA” (ninth to fourteenth century AD).

Dr: Mohamed Khalifa Rekaby Hamed allah®),

Abstract:

This study reveals an integral part of Islamic history in East Africa, specifically in
the Hom of Africa region of present-day Somalia, which has been known throughout
historical times as the country (the Berbers). Despite the multiplicity of places that |
shared the same name, it is frequently mentioned when describing the Somali
regions in the works of Muslim geographers and travelers, since the beginning of their
codification at the beginning of the third century AH (ninth century AD).

This does not mean that the name of the Berbers, known by the countries of
Somalia, appeared at that time. The constant of the historical, geographical, literary
and linguistic heritage of the ancient civilizations that preceded Islam confims that
Somali lands were famous for it since the first century AD, Until the eighth century AH
(fourteenth century AD),To be known later as the country of Zila or Zela’a
Consequently, and it was circulated untl the emergence of the current name
(Somalia) in the ninth century AH (fifteenth century AD).

The history of Somalia was not unknown in Islamic times. Rather, it was
neglected. It is known that the description of the country and its locations, In the
thinking of geography books and countries and the like. On the basis of this certainty,
the research will shed light on the writings of geographers and traveler novels in
Islamic times about these Somali regions. And To know the names, Through a
historical study with geographical information to clarify the true image of this country.

(%) Dr. of Islamic history at the African Research and Studies Institute and the Nile
Basin countries — Aswan University.
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