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The markets of Tunis in the writings of European travelers
in the Ottoman era
Dr. Mai El-Sayed El-Sayed Mohamed
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities — Egypt
mai2181972@gmail.com

An introduction:

Markets are among the basic public facilities in Islamic cities, the
development of their establishment with the development of social and
economic life, and influenced by political and economic conditions, and
the development of commercial activity and trade systems led to the
diversification of markets, and Tunisia did not deviate from this rule;
which witnessed after the Ottoman presence in 983 AH / 1574 CE.
Economic, architectural and urban prosperity Research objective:

The research aims to show the role of European travelers, who
combined the love of the journey, and separated the purposes and
methods among them to determine the social, economic and then
political conditions at the time .

Research importance:

Shed light on the importance of markets as a center for commercial
activity and exchange of goods and a hotbed for exchanging ideas and

rumors and the discussions that are taking place in policy matters.
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Therefore, European travelers in North Africa in general and Tunisia in
particular were the focus of attention .

Research Methodology :

The research deals with this study in several topics; the first of which
is exposed: to the markets in Islamic cities 'their origin, development,
patterns, planning, and distribution’, while the second topic reviews the
study of the markets of the city of Tunis in the Ottoman era through the
architectural aspect of the markets, how to control them, and sales
methods In it (like selling by indication), and the third topic deals with the
observations of European travelers about the markets, their motives, the
nature of their writings and their value.

And then the research concludes with the most important results and

recommendations ..
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()Leon L'African, T.lIIl,Op.cit, P. 148.
OFillippi et calligaris (1788-1829-1834), Paris , P.98.
™ch. Lallemand, Op-Cit, P. 103.
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()Leon Michel, op. cit, PP. 95-96.
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