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of the Roads and Kingdoms Book
By Al-Bakri
(Died in 487 H/1094 A.D.)
Hussam Hassan Ismail
Lecturer of Islamic History and Islamic Civilization

Faculty of Dar Al-Uloom — Minya University

Maghreb (Northwest African) countries were a popular market for
commodities and markets, due to their spatial and geographical
uniqueness, which contributed to the abundance of
commodities of all kinds at that time, drawing the attention of
Abu-Ubaydellah Al Bakri to narrate and describe the goods and
markets that Maghreb cities have been full of through his book
'Roads and Kingdoms'.

This research tries to point out what Al-Bakri wrote, classifying it,
presenting what he has recorded, and hoping that it will shed
light on the commodities and markets in Maghreb countries in
his book.

The Roads and Kingdoms book, which is the subject of this
research, is one of the most important books that Al-Bakri
wrote in geography, and in which he was interested in
displaying the countries and spots. The book was divided into
two parts. The second part of the book shows that it is devoted

to the talk about Maghreb countries and their commodities and
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markets. After reclassifying what he presented, we can classify
his presentation on Maghreb by talking about its commodities
and markets in the following axes:

First: agricultural commodities.

Second: Industrial commodities.

Third: Markets.

The research has reached a set of the following conclusions, the

most important of which are:

'Al-Bakri' observed all agricultural commodities in Maghreb and
we note that he turned a blind eye to some of them at the time
his predecessors referred to them.

Al-Bakri classified in his book 'Roads and Kingdoms' many
industrial products that the people of Maghreb mastered in their
manufacture. Industrial commodities had a unique position in
Maghreb countries. This uniqueness was carrying the peculiarity
of industrial products that characterized this region. This, in turn,
was reflected in the economic situation of the people of this
spatial area, and it was considered an economic support that
cannot be underestimated.

The main feature of Maghreb countries is markets. They have
been famous for their internal and external trade. Talking about
Maghreb countries, Al-Bakri pointed out that there are many
markets, which is due in my view to the size of the agricultural
and industrial commodities that Maghreb countries have had and

that the people have been improving and caring for.
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